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ABSTRACT:

THE THEORY OF MANIFESTATION AT IBN ARABi AND ITS ROLE IN
FORMULATING THE MOST IMPORTANT CONCEPTS -THE UNIVERSE -
HUMAN- AND FEMALE

This study addresses a very accurate philosophical theory related the re-
search to the Akbari Irfan, which is not limited only to the ontological construc-
tion of Irfan, but is also the axis of its theoretical construction.

This research tackles Ibn Arabi's most important Irfan issues about the
transfiguration theory which are: the universe, the human and the female.

This study also attempts to explore Ibn Arabi's unique view on the exis-
tence based on the theory of transfiguration, a theory that acts as a guide in the
interpretation of all forms of existence and in displaying the link between its
world's (God, the universe and the human).

Key Words: Human, Female, ibn al Arabi, al Akbariyya, transformation
thory,
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STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

This study deals with the most specific mystical problematic in the Sufi research,
the theory of transfiguration (manifestation), that theory or doctrine which distinguishes
works of Sheikh Al Akbar, and upon which he built all his theories and mysyical con-
cepts. This theory led the role of the main guiding in the interpretation of all manifesta-
tions of existence, and to highlight the relationship between the Almighty God and His
different creatures. This study will shed light on three basic concepts in the Gnostic sys-

tem of Sheikh Ibn Arabi: The Universe, the man, the female.

The importance of this study lies in the fact that it deals with a fundamental reli-
gious theory, through which the mysticism of Ibn Arabi can be accommodated in both
ways: theory and behaviour, thus understanding all the deep issues in the Sufi and
gnostic field in general, which seem intractable, such as the ranks of existence, unity of
existence, and the Mohammedan truth, The whole human, the secrets of letters and

numbers, and others.

The aim of this study is to try to uncover the distinctive visions of Ibn Arabi’s
fundamental represented in the world, the centrality of the human being, and the posi-
tion of the female as a witness to divine greatness, which are the foundation of his belief
in the manifestation, which is based on the liable text and the Sufi revelation, all these
concepts impose the presence of Ibn Arabi’s contemporary ideology and its primacy in
establishing the most important contemporary theories, such as human rights, women's

rights, interfaith dialogue, peaceful coexistence, and others.

This study attempts to answer a fundamental question: what is the theory of
manifestation according to Ibn Arabi? The question is twofold: how has this theory in-
fluenced the formulation of the most prominent Gnostic concepts of Ibn Arabi (the Uni-
verse, man, the female)? What is the point of studying the theory of manifestation ac-

cording to Ibn Arabi?
The answer to these questions will be done through the following chapters:
Chapter 1: the concept of Manifestation theory of Ibn Arabi.
Chapter2-the Manifestation and the universe according to Ibn Arabi.
Chapter 3; The manifestation and the human being according to Ibn Arabi.

Chapter 4-the manifestation and the female according to Ibn Arabi.
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For the first chapter; the concept of the manifestation theory, according to Ibn
Arabi, will refer to both the linguistic and liable origins of manifestation, then the defini-
tion of manifestation in the general gnostic field, and then its definition and importance,

and finally will refer to the most important types of manifestation.

The linguistic origin of the word manifestation means appearing and being clear,
which is the opposite of being invisible. As for the liable origin, Ibn Arabi relied on a
group of Qur'anic verses, foremost among them: (Al Aaraf: 143). He also relied on the
rooting of his theory on the prophetic Sunnah, as he often uses in this context the so-

called intercession hadeeth, or vision hadeeth and transformation in images.

Regarding the concept of Manifestation in the sufi field, it is summed up as "what
appears to hearts from the lights of the unseen" as defined by the Sufi terminology of
Sheikh Kashani. It is the same meaning that our Sheikh Ibn Arabi went to with some
detail. Sheikh Ibn Arabi attached great importance to the doctrine of Manifestation and
made it one of the seven fundamental questions to understand the Sufi sciences, when
he said: "The orbit of the science to which the people of God are dedicated is based on

seven issues, whoever knows them will know all the truths.

Ibn Arabi pointed out, in his book ‘“The manifestations’, 109 kinds of manifesta-
tion, but the most prominent are; the existential manifestation, the observational mani-
festation (scientific gnostic). The existential manifestation is the reflection of the names
on the pages of the universe, that is, the light that took the creatures from the unseen to
the evidence. The observational manifestation is related to the nature of the knowledge

as it is a kind of revelation.

The second chapter-the Manifestation and the universe of Ibn Arabi; this chapter
refers to the definition of the universe by Ibn Arabi based on the theory of Manifestation,
as well as the theory of existence unity as it interprets God's relationship with the uni-

verse based on the theory of Manifestation.

According to Ibn Arabi, the concept of the universe is summarized to being: the
mirror in which the names of God are manifested, all in the universe is a reflection of
divine character. The universe appeared as a result of a movement of love, in the love of
the Almighty to be known, so He created all the creatures and unveiled Himself to them

with His names and attributes through which they can know Him.

Based on the theory of Manifestation, Ibn Arabi builds his concept of the univer-
se, and on this basis also builds his concept of the specific existence; which means in his

view that the only one real existence is the Almighty Allah , and the rest of the creatures

www.hikmetyurdu.com www.hikmetyurdu.net www.hikmetyurdu.org



http://www.hikmetyurdu.com/
http://www.hikmetyurdu.net/
http://www.hikmetyurdu.org/

4300 ) asalial) aaf delua A ) ga9 e O die Al 4y 127

are mirrors that show the existence of the right Almighty with His names and attributes,
and the unique presence is summarized in that there is one existence: God Almighty,

and the rest of creatures are manifestations of Him.

The third chapter-the manifestation and the human being according to Ibn Ara-
bi: this chapter differentiates between the two types of man (human animal, full man),
and then highlights the full human being as the intended research of Ibn Arabi.
Ibn Arabi distinguishes between the two types of man: the whole and the animal. In one
of his sayings all what is detailed in the universe (The Great man) is a sum in man (the
Small World). Therefore, the concept of a complete human being is that it is a complete
mirror that reflects the names of the Almighty God, as there are names that cannot be
manifested in the universe but are manifested in the human being, such as the name
"Ghafur". The human being is the focus that manifests all the moral qualities that exist in
the universe. That is why he took the burden of succession which both heavens and

earth refused to carry it.

The fourth chapter-the manifestation and the female according to Ibn Arabi; This
chapter reveals Ibn Arabi’s concept of female as an existential idea with its metaphysical
dimensions, and then the unveiling of the unique and singular vision of the honor of

femininity, and then shows the divine manifestation in the female.

According to Ibn Arabi, the female is the principle of human life, and in her exis-
tential image is an intensification of cosmic beauty. The female is the mirror that reflects
the aesthetic qualities in the fullest manifestations. The greatest privilege for women,
according to Ibn Arabi's report, is that the self, capacity and ability are all contained in
the form of femininity, which transcends language and pronunciation. The Divine Self is
the origin of existence, the qualities are the phenomenon of existence, and the divine

power is the one that has shown existence.

In conclusion, we say: If the world in Gnostic Vision is the book that manifests
the names of God's attributes, and the world is the index of that book, the female is his
letters, the Almighty God is manifested in the world in the whole (perfect) man, and
manifested in the female as a complete manifestation of God’s names and attributes,
especially aesthetic. In terms of manifestation, the female is the core of the pulp and the

focus that reflects the names of beauty in their fullest and complete images.
The study reached a range of outcomes, most notably:

1-The theory of manifestation is rooted in all of Ibn Arabi’s studies, and accord-

ingly formulates all its sufi concepts, on its basis: the world, man and female.
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2-The theory of manifestation explains to us the equation of the existential pyra-

mid (God, Man, the world) and explains the relationship between God and creation.

3-The doctrine of manifestation can correct and rectify human behavior, and for-
tify it from the images of hostility and extremism, because it is rooted in the values of

beauty that are reflected by the beautiful Almighty.

4. The theory of manifestation establishes in its content on contemporary theo-

ries, such as women'’s rights , human rights, interfaith dialogue... Etc

5. The theory of an effective manifestation of expression to build a universal
moral philosophy is based on love and respect of all creatures and contributes to the

consolidation and strengthening of human values and principles.
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