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magic” to his descriptions and characterization. It might
be more corect to state that, in his work, fancy and
magic are the tools which bring out the true nature of
things or people, the nature that lies hidden below the
surface of a guillotine,* a Mr. Scrooge® or a simple wed-
ding dinner.®
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Humbugs he combined his social satire with literary sa-
tire.

Dickens' novels are rich in Arabian Nights imagery
which is put to different uses. The purpose of such im-
ages might be to achieve a humorous effect, to serve as
symbeols in philosophical passages, or as a touchstone
by which characters, events, situations and abilities are
judged. In the form of analogies or close paraliels they
help to.make descriptions more vivid and incidents of
the plot transparent. These Eastern images are most
effective in adding to an ordinary situation or to a physic-

al environment a more intense or a humanising dimen-

sion. In his diction, which includes numerous phrases
and terms from the tales, and in his artistry, especially in
the adaptation of the framework story the influence of
the Arabian Nights can be detected.

Above and beyond all these influences which can
be traced and quoted, there is another impact which is

- diffused throughout Dickens’ work and which is not s0

easily defined, since it was appropriated and absorbed
over many years, especially the formative years of his
childhood, until it became an integral component of his

" way of Jooking at the world and of describing it in his
- povels. Dickens once paid the Arabian stories the tri-

bute of calling them “‘wise™".* Within the context of the

- quotation “wisdom™ consists of the ability to discover

the true nature of things or people, the shape they have
by “the will.of God”, which-lies below the form they
“wear through mere passing conjurations.” This true -
nature, however, can only be discovered and main-
tained by a capacity called “fancy” or even “magic”
since it has little to do with the fact that “two and two are
four, and nothing over.”™ It has been frequently
observed that Dickens “‘added a touch of fancy” or “of
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stories left in the clock case and their abrupt adjoum-
ment at two in the moming, the Gog and Magog narra-
tions, the story within another technique, and the di-
versity of the related material were most probably sug-
gested by the Arabian Nights.

In an attempt to estimate the overall impact of the
Arabian Nights on Charles Dickens, it is evident that he
never wavered from his appreciation and enjoyment of
the work. From the time he was nine years old, when he
began to read, absorb and act out the content of the
tales, until his last novel, numerous allusions testify to
his lasting esteem. Because of this, his own “growth”
can be said never to have stopped since the ‘we” inthe
following quotation obviously does not include his own
person.

Our growth stopped, when Haroun Alraschid
spelt his name so, and when nobody had ever
heard of a Jin. When the Sultan of the Indies
was a mighty personage, to be approached re-
spectfully even on the stage; and when all the
dazzling wonders of those many nights held
far too high a place in the imagination to be
burlesqued and parodied.*

Since he could be sure of his readers’ familiarity
with the tales he did not hesitate to assimilate them, in
various ways, in his letters, speeches and novels. He
was committed to the idea that fancy, as represented in
the Arabian Nights, has a most important role to play in
the life of the nation and the education of children.

When attacking social or political institutions in En-
gland, from the school system to the national govern-
ment, or abroad, as, for example, slavery in the United
States, he used material from the Arabian tales for illus-
tration, analogy and satire. in The Thousand and One
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of Dickens'. Sissy Jupe’s role as a narrator to cheer her
father is another instance. in Pickwick Papers also,
Dickens set the stage for travel and adventures. They
were the accurate accounts, investigations and
observations of the Pickwick club, which serve as a
“frame” to hold together these picaresque and hilarious
episodes. But a better illustration of the use of the
framework can be seen in Dickens' plan for Master
Humphrey's Clock, whose “feature for amusement”
would be a series of papers on London as it was, and as
it should be.
The new project was a weekly periodical to be
sold for three pence a copy, modeled some-
what upon Addison and Steele’s Tatler and
Spectator, or Goldsmith's Bee, only far more
popular. Mr. Pickwick and Sam would reap-
pear in a little club of interesting characters;
there would be amusing essays on the various
foibles of the day, there would be a set of Ara-
bian Nights tales by Gog and Magog, the
Giants in the Guildhall; there would be a series
of Savage Chronicles, ‘‘something between
Guliver's Travels and the Citizen of the World,”
safirizing British magistrates by portraying
“the administration of justice in some country
that never existed.™

In 1839, writing to Forster, Dickens laid open before
him his plan for Master Humphrey's Clock which was
“to ba given some such title as the Relaxations of Gog
and Magog dividing them into portions like the Arabian
Nights and supposing Gog and Magog to entertain each
other with such narrations in the Guildhall all night long
and to break off at daybreak.”"® The meetings of Master
Humphrey's Clock Club at ten to read manuscripts of
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appetites for steaks — it is from their ranks that
the most triumphant favourites have sprung.

The influence of Scheherazade's tales on Dickens

was 50 weighty that he not only used her imagery for va-
rous purpeses, but even borrowed such phrases and
words as “To hear is to obey”, which is a commonly re-
peated injuction of the tales, in various forms.™ The list
of words is a long one, most frequent of which are “Di-
van” an Oriental court of justice, which is mentioned, for
instance, in the statement : *'Miss Flite (who rises early
that she may be punctual at the Divan of justice held by
her exceliont friend the Chancellor) comes running
downstairs, with tears of welcome and with open arms.™
Other recurrent words are *“shrub”, from an Arabic word
meaning beverage, “Houri", “Afrit”, “ghoul”, and “'Jin".
Dickens appreciated the artistry of the tales which
makes it tempting to trace his favourite device of story-
telling to the farmework device of the Arabian Nights.
Many a time had he made excuses for some character
to tell a tale in imitation of Scheherazade. When Steer-
forth discovered that David Copperfield had read many
books, he asked him to narrate the stories to him each
evening before bedtime : ‘You shall tel'em to me. | can't
get to sleep very early at night, and | generally wake
rather early in the morning. We'll go over 'em one after
another. We'll make some regular Arabian Nights of
it.”” Although David felt honoured by this request, he
soon was tired and hoarse. He reflected : ““In the morn-
ing too, when | feit weary, and shoukd have enjoyed
another hour’s repose very much, it was a tiresome
thing to be roused, like the Sultana Sheherazade, and
forced into a long story before the getting-up bel rang.™™
it may be concluded from this that David's story-telling is
the seed of his later career as a story writer, and so it is
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Here Dickens again philosophized with the help of the
Arabian Nights. To him the guillotine was the natural re-
sult of the conditions in France before the revolution. He
reflacted, looking back at the causes that brought the
tumbrils there, on the state of the great trees before they
had been made into the guillotine. Time, the worker of
magic, could change the form of anything and then
change it back so that the causes could be seen. Onthe
other hand,
the greatmagician who majestically works out
the appointed order of the Creator, never re-
verses his transformations. “If thou be
changed into this shape by the will of God,”
say the seers to the enchanted, in the wise
- Arabian stories, ‘‘then remain so! But, if thou
wear this form through mere passing conjura-
tion, then resume thy former aspect!” Change-
less and hopeless, the tumbrils roll along.™
At times, Dickens used the same image for two
different purposes. The “‘Barmecide” dinner, for inst-
ance, was used to describe humorously the room at
Tellson's Bank.™ He used it again when he tatked about
the hardships actors faced, in his speech at the first
anniversary of the General Theatrical Fund which was
heid at the London Tavern, with him in the chair, on April
6, 1846 :
We owe them a debt which we ought to pay.
The beds of such men are not of roses, but of
very artificial fliowers indeed. Their lives are full
of care and privation, and hard struggles with
very stem realities. It is from among the poor
actors who drink wine from goblets, in colour
marvellously like toast and water, and who
preside at Barmecide feasts with wonderful
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characters misquote Arabian Nights references to
achieve laughter, as in the case of Mr. Pecksniff, who,
showing off to Martin Chuzzlewit, to whom he was leav-
ing free use of his house, addressed him in a grand
! manner .

‘We leave you in charge of everything. There s
no mystery; all is free and open. Unlike the
young man in the Eastern tale-who is de-
scribed as a one-eyed almanack, if | am not
mistaken, Mr. Pinch.

“A one — eyed calendar, | think, sir.” faltered
Tom.

“They are pretty much the same thing, | be-
lieve,” said Mr. Pecksniff smiling compas-
sionately; “‘or they used to be in my time.™

" Inthe Arabian Nights Dickens also discovered that cer-
tain images conveyed much more than their immediate
meaning. He felt, on certain occasions, that they might
have the specific function of being symbols of philo-
sophical thought in his novels. *“The working out of the
Magnetic Mountain idea, as a symbol of the fatalistic
control that drew Charles Darnay back to revolutionary
~ Paris,"™is an example :

Like the mariner in the old story, the winds and
streams had driven him within the influence of
the Loadstone Rock, and it was drawing him to
itself, and he must go. Everything that arose
betore his mind drifted him on, faster and fas-
ter, more and more steadily, to the terrible
attraction... Yes. The Loadstone Rock was
drawing him and he must sail on, until he
struck.”

Another example is at the end of the same novel.
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1, Jan. 1987. of the cheek wouid only answer to his
rubbing.*

Dickens' description of the veneration of Perch, the
messenger, inDombey and Son, was just as exagger-
ated :

And so little objection had Perch to being de-
ferential in the last degree, that if he might
have laid himself at Mr. Dombey’s feet, or
might have called him by some such title as
used to be bestowed upon the Caliph Haroun
Alraschid, he would have been all the better
pleased.

_ As this honour would have been an innovation
and an experiment, Perch was fain to content
himself by expressing as well as he could, in
his manner, You are the light of my Eyes. You
are the Breath of my Soul. You are the Com-
mander of the Faithful Perch.

Humor is abundant in Dickens’ works, and he often
borrowed images, parallel episodes, phrases and terms
for laughter and caricature. An example of allusion com-
icaily used can be found in A Tale of Two Cities, in the
description of the ‘‘Barmecide” room at Telison’s Bank,
that *‘your lighter boxes of family papers went upstairs
into a Barmecide room, that always had a great dining-
table in it and never had a dinner.” Or when Mrs. Skew-
ton, in Dombey and Son, explained her views concern-
ing the inevitability of destiny : “really, one might aimost
be induced to cross one’s arms upon one's frock, and”
say... there is no What's-his-name but Thingummy, and.
what-you-may-cail-it is his prophet!"® in these cases
and similar ones, Dickens was able 1o attain a peculiar
touch of comicality in his humor. He even made in his
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Her life is so much a valueless ritual, her com-
mitments are so totally irrelevant to any ration-
al function or the achievement of any personal
significance, that, on an objective view, she
takes on almost the aspect of a figure in a Sur-
realist picture; and the vacant inanity, in this
kind, of her situation is here irreplaceably sug-
gested by the reference to the world of en-
chantment and the Arabian Nights — a world
in which the coherence of the natural laws is li-
able at any moment to be interrupted by the in-
consequent operations of jinn or magic
carpets.®
When Ruth Pinch, in Martin Chuzzlewit, to cite
another example, visited John Westlock's chambers,
John fussed around, helping the woman who was to
serve dinner, rubbing and polishing; “and as if, in the
course of this rubbing and polishing, he had rubbed an
~enchanted lamp or a magic ring, obedient to which there
were twenty thousand supematural slaves at least, sud-
denly there appeared a being in a white waistcoat.”
Attimes, Dickens used tarfetched imagery as a part
of his technique of exaggeration. In doing so, he
“achieved effects of caricature and humour that were
characteristic of his style and one of the chief delights of
his invention.”* When Fledgeby in Our Mutual Friend
rubbed his cheek, feeling where the whiskers, which
were of such deep concern to him,should be, the genie
of the cheek was to answer such an important sum-
mons.
Fledgeby has devoted the interval to taking an
observation of Boot's whiskers, Brewer’s whis-
kers, and Lammle’s whiskers, and considering
which pattern of whiskers he would prefer to
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had threatened him longer yet. Dickens compares this
approactiing catastrophe with an incident from the Ara-
bian Nights :
In the Eastern story, the heavy slab that was to
fall on the bed of state in the fiush of conquest
was slowly wrought out of the quarry, the tun-
nel for the rope to hold it in its place was slowly
cartied through the miles of hollow to the great
iron ring. All being made ready with much
labour, and the hour come, the sultan was
aroused in the dead of the night, and the shar-
pened axe that was to sever the rope from the
great iron ring was put into his hand, and he
struck with it, and the rope parted and rushed
away, and the ceiling fell. So, in my case; all
the work, near and far, that tended to the end,
had been accomplished; and in an instant the
blow was struck, and the roof of my stronghold
dropped upon me.®
Such paraliels intensify the factual accounts and
heip the reader to get involved in the plot by suggesting
a comparison which enables him to visualize the scenes
and the incidents. One more example of this nature isin
Litde Dorrt, where the envoy, Mr. Dorit's valet, visited
Mrs. Gefiéral, the companion of the Misses Dorrit. He
found Hér b a little square of carpet “'as if she had come
info posséssion of the enchanted piece of carpet,
bought for the forty purses by one of the three princes in
the Arbian Nights, and had that moment been trans-
ported on it at a wish, into a palatial saloon with which it
had no conmection. "'
Mrs General has no meaningful social role.
There is no valid reason for her to be here in
Venice in association with the Dorrit family.
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ample is to think of Bella's wedding dinner in Our Mutual
Friend. The white, red, blue and yellow fish in the Ara-
bian Nights which represented the four different groups
of citizens in a kingdom and which made a speech while
in the frying-pan, had appealed to Dickens' imagination.
He used the image to point out the underlying import-
ance that an outwardly commonplace meal had for the
three participants in the party.
What a dinner! Specimens of all the fishes that
swim in the sea, surely had swum their way to
it, and if samples of the fishes of divers colours
that made a speech in the Arabian Nights
(quite a ministerial explanation in respect of
cloudiness), and then jumped out of the frying-
pan, were not to be recognized, it was only be-
cause they had all become of one hue by being
cooked in batter among the whitebait.*

When Dickens sought for appropriate means of de-
scription, he frequently turned to his own reading back-
ground of the Arabian Nights to select parallels and
analogies that had become standard representations of
specific persons, places and episodes. One of the Ara-
bian tales provided an elaborate analogy for a situation
at the end of chapter 38 of Great Expectations, for the
calamity which was about to befall Pip. Pip, who lived in
_ a dream world, believed that Estella was meant for him.
His love blinded him to the almost diabolical plan of Miss
Havisham to have revenge on all men. During a visit to

the old lady, Pip realized fully and with a bitter sense of
degradation that Estella had to take vengeance for Miss
Havisham on as many men as possible before she was
given to him. By this device Pip was tormented. He now
saw clearly the unhealthiness of the scheme. His heart
ached, and ached again as he approached an event that
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in terms of the Arabian Nights can be observed in Dick-
ens’ speech at the hundred and- twenty-second
anniversary of the Royal Society of Musicians, 8 March

1860 :

Turning over the book just now with the words
‘One hundred and twenty-second night
prited on its outside, remembering the
wonderful things which music has of course
suggested to me from my earliest childhood, |
feel a kind of fancy that | might have gone back
to the one hundred and twenty-second night of
the great Arabian Nights, and have heard
Dinarzade saying, about half an hour before
daybreak, ‘Sister Scheherazade, if you are still
awake, and my lord the Sultan will permit, | beg
you to finish the story of-the British musicians,’
(Laughters and cheers). To which Schehera-
zade replies that she would willingly proceed,
but that to the best of her belief it was a story
without an end (cheers), because she consi-
dered that as long as mankind lived, and loved,
and hoped, s0 long music, which draws them
upward in all their varying and erring moods,
could never cease out of the world. (Cheers.)
So the Suitan, who changed his name for the
purpose for the time, girded on, not his scimi-
tar, but a scythe, and went on graciously re-
solving that the story should have its one hun-
dred and twenty-second night, and that the
brotherhood should live for ever. (Loud ap-
plause.)

No doubt, the allusion is relevant and appropriate to
the event, and in using such a device, Dickens conveys
the impact he wishes to achieve. To cite one more ex-
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Forster : “‘As Aladdin's Palace was transported hither
and thither by the rubbing of a lamp, so the crew of a
Chinese junk devoutly believed that their ship would
turn up safe, at the desired port, if they only tied rags
upon the mast, rudder, and cable.” “The quickness
with which the Northem Camp of Boulogne raised their
mud houses was like an Arabian Nights' tale."® In Italy,
Dickens was so much impressed by Venice “that the
wildest visions of the Arabian Nights are nothing to the
Piazza of Saint Mark, and the first imprassion of the in-
side of the church."

Again and again, Dickens added a touch of fancy to
ordinary situations to give them enchantment and
brightness. Such a situation, a gathering of family and
friends enjoying each other's company after a good
meal, was pictured in David Copperfield. When David
visited his former schoolmate Traddles, who had rooms
in Gray's Inn, he discovered that he was married to
Sophie, whom he had courted so long. They were very
happy; the household was warm with love and merri-
ment. _

The idea of those Devonshire girls, among the
dry law-stationers and the attomeys’ offices;
and of the tea and toast, and children’s songs,
in that grim atmosphere of pounce and parch-
ment, red-tape, dusty wafers, ink-jars, brief
and draft paper, law reports, writs, declara-
tions, and bills of costs, seemed almost as
pleasantly fanciful as if had dreamed that the
Sultan’s famous family had been admitted on
the roll of attorneys, and had brought the talk-
ing bird the singing tree, and the golden water
into Gray's inn Hall.”

Another attempt at describing an ordinary situation
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these tales ‘‘being an accepted way of measuring the in-
credibilities of reality, the expression of unusual powers
of speed, appearance, charm, or magnificence, found a
ready-made figurative vocabulary in the supematural
achievements of the Arabian tales.” When, for inst-
ance, Mr. Edward Murdstone began courting Mrs. Cop-
perfield, Paggotty took David on a fortnight's visit to her .
brother in Yarmouth. David was fascinated with the
barge-wmed-home in which the Peggottys dwett : “If it
had been Aladdin's Palace, roc's egg and all, | suppose |
could not have been more charmed with the romantic
idea of living in it.* When David's aunt, Miss Betsy Trot-
wood, sent him to a Canterbury school, he met Dr.
Strong, the headmaster, his wife and her cousin Jack
Maldon. Maldon was to work in India, and David medi-
tated : ““Formy own part, | looked on Mr. Jack Maldon as
amodem Sindbad, and pictured him the bosom friend of
all the Rajahs in the East, sitting under canopies, smok-
ing curly goiden pipes — a mile long, if they could be
straightened out.”™® Another image from the tales was
usad by Dickens to describe Mrs. Sparsitin Hard Times.
Sparsit, a scheming, malicious woman, was working for
Mr. Bounderby as a housekeeper. She had a visitor
whom she observed to be a man of about thirty-five,
handsome, dark-haired, well-bred, and well-dressed.
‘All which Mrs. Sparsit observed in her womanly way-
like the Suttan who put his head in the pail of water-
merely in dipping down and coming up again."

in his novels and in his life, Dickens’ imagination
strove to add another dimension to the physical environ-
ment, to give it a humanising quality. He achieved this
effact fraquently by refering to the Arabian Nights, asin
the following examples from his letters. On a seaside
holiday, Dickeris wrote to his friend and biographer John
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States in 1842, his experiences there provided him with
material for his American Notes and tor the American
scenes in Martin Chuzzlewit scenes which satirize the
manners, the habits, and the points of view characteris-
tic of Americans in the rather crude young country of the
1840's. He was shocked by the horrors of slavery. He
opposed the institution of slavery and reproached own-
ors, breeders, users, buyers, and sellers of slaves. He
stated that every man in America ‘‘is a more exacting,
and a sterner, and a less responsible despot than the
Caliph Haroun al Raschid in his angry robe of scarlet."
On a journey into Virginia, he visited the Negro car and
noted the inhuman treatment of the blacks which stirred
his wrath.
Amother and her children had just been purch-
ased, the father being left behind with the for-
mer owner; the children cried all the way, and
the mother was the picture of misery. The
“‘champion of Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Happiness who had bought them,” who at ev-
ery stop got down to see that they were safe,
reminded Dickens of the most hideous blackin
the Arabian Nights : *‘The black in Sindbad's
Travels with one eye in the middle of his fore-
head which shone like a burning coal, was na-
ture’s aristocrat compared with this white
gentieman.”*

Thus, the importance of the Arabian Nights in Dick-
ens’ social criticism is manifold. It supplied him with itlus-
trations, images, paraliels and models, and the book as
a whole stands for a world of fancy that should have a
place in every healthy nation.

imagery from the Arabian Nights is abundant in
Dickens’ novels, speeches and ietters. Wonders of
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In Pickwick Papers we see again the influence of
Dickens' childhood reading :
Mr. Pickwick begins by being as silly a fellow
as Jack who sold the cow for a handful of
beans and ends no less heroically. Heis a mid-
dle-class and middle- aged version of the mil-
ler's son protected by a cockney puss-in-
boots, an Aladdin checking no fewer than two
African magicians in the persons of Dodson
and Fogg, a gay but undeniable Christian
escaping the Fleet dungeons where so many
are imprisoned by the Giant Despair. All the
ogres are there, revealed as the ogres of ev-
eryday, and all the forty thieves, with most of
them lawyers; and the symbolic evils of the
fairy tale and allegory have become the real
avils of the real world for whose discovery
Dickens had been prepared by the fierce in-
sight of Smollett and by Fielding’s wide, clear
gaze... The great achievement of his prede-
cessors in picaresque realism and comic epic
Dickens blends with the magic of romanca into
a unique and novel triumph of his own. With
Pickwick he invented the realist fairy tale. it
was to recur in much of his future work.*
Dickens also used other illustrations from the Ara-
bian tales ‘1o intensify his social criticism, those illustra-
tions being used to accentuate his disapproval of certain
American institutions.” When he visited the United
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O.F.F,|.C.E.," is entered by pronouncing the words ‘De-
brett's Peerage. Open Sesame!' and in which Scarii
Tapa, instead of slaying the thieves, forms an alliance
with their Captain,"*

Dickens’ satire is both social and literary. He directs
his attacks at the House of Commons, the strictness of
Victorian society, the parties, the high and middle cias-
ses forming a political aristocracy, the Civil Service, the
law which entitles the eldest son to inherit his father’s
property leaving the others to live by their wits, the ex-
clusion of the bulk of the people from the govemment
officas, bogus reforms and income tax. While ridiculing
all these, he parodies the introduction of the pseudo-
oriental tales alleging to be translations of manuscripts,
translatable names of easterners, the frame-work story
ofthe Arabian Nights, verse quotations, rhymed prose,
the floridity of the oriental style, asking riddies and
breaking the narrative in the middle of a sentence.“

Dickens relentiessly exposed various deplorable
conditions in English public institutions. One such satire
which shows his childhood reading of the Arabian
Nights is in Pickwick Papers. Here Dickens began by
claiming to be the editor of the posthumous papers of
the Pickwick club, a group of middle-class London gent-
lemen. Samuel Pickwick, the club president, naive and
unworldly, decided to undertake a series of journeys to
collect material to report to the members at home.

The new project was a weekly periodical to be
sold for threepence a copy, modeled some-
what upon Addison and Steele’s Tatler... Mr.
Pickwick and Sam would reappear in a little
club of interesting characters; there would be a
set of Arabian Nights tales by Gog and Magog,
the Giants in the Guildhall... satirizing British
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A nation without fancy, without some romance,
never did, never can, never will, hold a great
place under the sun.*

Dickens used the Arabian Nights in different ways
in attacking social or political institutions of his day. One
such instance was his criticism of an education which
does notinclude fancy. In the province of political satire,
Dickens used illustration from the Arabian Nights to ridi-
cule the abuses of Pariament, and to show his disgust
with the way England's affairs were managed. During
the worst phase of the Crimean War “reports were pour-
ing home from the Crimea by this time of the shameful

- disorganization of supplies, the horrible bungling in the

medical arrangements, and the frightful mortality in the
military hospital at Scutari.”* The Aberdeen ministry
resigned, but Dickens had no more respect for the Gov-
ermment that was formed under the premiership of Lord
Palmerston. than he had felt for its predecessor. He
wrote for Household Words a satiric parody of the Are-
bian Nights, which he called “The Thousand and One
Humbugs,”
describing how “Aberdeen (or the Addled)...
had for his misdeeds bheen strangled with a
garter” and succeded by “‘Parmarstoon (or
Twirling Weathercock), the glib Vizier.” Abet-
ted by his daughter, Hansardadada, and a
mute named Mistaspeeka, this cunning char-
latan then proceeded aiso to gull the Sultan,
“Taxedtaurus (or Fleeced Bull,” with long-
winded stories in which night after night was
wasted.
Another of his attacks upon the administration is in
an article called ‘Scarli Tapa and the Forty Thieves,” in
which “the robbers’ cave with the enchanted letters (



ways carries a rule, a pair of scales, and a muitiplication
table in his pocket, “ready to weigh and measure any
parcel of human nature.” After addressing the pupils in
his school, Mr, M'Choakurnchild, the school-master,
launches into a lesson grounded entirely on facts. His
method, Dickens asserts, is like that of Morgiana in
“The story of Ali Baba, and the Forty Thieves”. Mor-
giana, Ali Baba's servant in the story, kills off a band of
forty thieves by pouring boiling oil into the jars in which
they are hiding. M'Choakumchild's anti-imaginative
teaching is murdering the children’s fancy, and Dickens
i using this analogy appropriately to express his impas-
sioned and outspoken attack :

He went to work in this preparatory lesson, not
unlike Morgiana in the Forty Thieves looking
into all the vessels ranged before him, one ai-
ter another, to see what they contained. Say,
good M’Choakumchild. When from thy boiling
. store, thou shalt fill each jar brim full by-and-
by, dost thou think that thou wilt always kill out-
right the robber Fancy lurking within or some-

times only maim him and distort him!®
Dickens eamestly believed that children who read
.works of fancy in childhood, and are greatly affected by
their fancies, are the fortunate ones who can bring
happiness to themselves and to the world around them.
This conviction is based upon his recollections from his
own early reading of the Arabian Nights and other
books, but it clearly goes beyond a mere nostalgic senti-
ment and is closely connected with his social and politic-

al views:

In a utilitarian age... it is a matter of grave im-
portance that fairy tales shouid be respected...
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all levities whatsoever are discountenanced, Dickens
illustrated by the unhappy fates of the children of the
House of Smallweed.” Besides the grandfather, a
money lender who lives for the sole pleasure of squeez-
ing “Compound Interest” out of his clients, there are his
feeble-minded wife, grand-daughter Judy, a joyless re-
production of her grandfather, and Brat, Judy's twin
brother. Altogether, the Smallweed household presents
& morbid picture.
During the whole time consumed in the slow
growth of this family tree, the house of Smail-
weed, always early to go out and late to marry,
has strengthened itself in its practical charac-
ter, has discarded all amusements, discounte-
nanced all story-books, fairy tales, fictions,
and fables, and banished all levities whatsoev-
er. Hence the gratifying fact, that it has had no
child bron to it, and that the complete littie men
and women who it has produced have been
observed to bear a likeness to old monkeys
with something depressing on their minds.

Judy never owned a doll, never heard of Cin-
derella. And her brother couldnt windup atoy
for his life. He knows no more of Jack the Giant
Killer, or of Sindbad the Sailor, than he knows
of the people in the stars.

The life of the imagination in children should be en-
couraged not only in early childhood, in the family, but
also later, in school. Dicknes attacks utilitarianism and
the teaching of hard facts alone. He caricatures this kind
of education which stifies the imagination with “fact” in
chapter two of Hard Times, ‘‘Murdering the Innocents”.
Gradgrind is “a man who proceeds upon the principle
that two and two are four, and nothing over,” and who al-
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sees them again.
“Why, it's Ali Babal” Scrooge exclaimed in ec-
stasy. “It's dear old honest Ali Babal Yes, yes,
I know, one Christmas time, when yonder solit-
ary child was left here all alone, he did come,
for the first time, just like that. Poor boy; and
what's his name who was put down in his
drawers, asleep, at the gate of Damascus;
don't you see him? And the Sultan's Groom
turned upside down by the Genii, there he is
upon his head! Serve him right. I'm glad of it,
what business had he to be married to the
. princass!"# |
In Martin Chuzzlewit, Tom Pinch, the apprentice of
the detestable Pecksniff, *‘revels in this fusion of the fan-
tastic and real.”* He “lived again with new delight, the
happy days before the Pecksniff era” in the bookshop in
Salisbury where were
the Persian tales, with flying chests and stu-
dents of enchanted books shut up for years in
cavems; and there too was Abudah, the mer-
chant, with the terrible little old woman hob-
bling out of the box in his bedroom; and there
the mighty talisman, the rare Arabian Nights,
with Cassim Baba, divided by four, like the
ghost of a dreadful sum, hanging up, all gory,
in the robbers’ cave. Which matches wonders,
coming fast on Mr. Pinch's mind, did so rub up
and chafe that wonderful lamp within him, that
when he tumed his face towards the busy
street, a crowd of phantoms waited on his
pleasure.®
“The adverse effects on the normalcy of a child’s
mind when story-books, fairy tales, fictions, fables, and
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the lady go on with the story, or would have her
head cut off before it was finished.”

“And your father was always kind? To the
last?” asked Louisa; contravening the great
principle, and wondering very much. - ° |

“Always, always!” returned Sissy, clasping
her hands.

“Kinder and kinder than | can tell,”s

This passage which duplicates Scheherazade's
story-telling role played this time by Sissy, illustrates
Dickens' belief that the Arabian tales are solace to the
lonely and comfort to the weary, and it is to them that
Sissy attributes her father's kindness.

The same idea is seen in A Christmas Carol, where
the chief character, the sour, ice-cold Scrooge, changes
into a new man of soft heart by memories of his boyhood
visions of Ali Baba and Bedreddin Hassan. Scroogeis a
grasping old miser, with no kind or generous impulse in
his nature, even at Christmas. Going to bed on Christ-
mas Eve, he is taking his gruel when he is visited by the
ghost of Mariey, in grave-clothes and dragging a chain.
He announces the visit of other supematural beings
who would endeavor to make him Change his way of
life. Consequently, Scrooge is haunted by three spirits.
The first spirit is a curious ageless figure, the Ghost of
Christmas Past, and it conducts Scrooge through
scenes of his childhood and youth, making him feel re-
morse for wasted opportunities and for having substi-
tuted ambition for love in his life. In order to achieve this
end, he leads Scrooge to his childhood scenes. They go
into a bare classroom, where Old Scrooge sees with
pleasure the re-enactment of the stories he had known,
and dwells happily upon the various incidents as he

46



the imaginative giri, stands against everything the “hard
facts school” stands for. Confiding that she has regular-
ly read to her father the Arabian tales, she is admo-
nished never to breathe a word of such destructive
nonesense any more : ‘
“| understand you to have been in the habit of
reading to your father?”

“Oyes, Sir, thousands of times. They were the
happiest-O, of all the happy times we had
together, Sirl”

“And what," asked Mr. Gradgrind, in a still low-
er voice, “did you read to your father, Jupe?”

“About the Fairies, Sir, and the Dwarf, and the
Hunchback, and the Genies,” she sobbed out.
Louisa, Gradgrined's daughter, a pupil in the
school and the one who is most oppressed by the sys-
tem, questions Sissy about her father, though this was a
forbidden subject. Sissy replies that her mother, a dan-
cer, had died when she was bom. Sissy had been her
father's comfort and consolation, especially since his
clowning began to raise fewer laughs. She had kept her
father's spirits up by reading him stories :
“} used to read to him to cheer his courage,
and he was very fond of that. They were wrong
books — | am never to speak of them here —
but we didn't know there was any harm in
them.” “And he liked them?" said Louisa, with
a searching gaze on Sissy all the time.

“Oh very much! They kept him, many times,
from what did him real harm. And often and
often of a night, he used to forget all his trou-
bles in wondering whether the Sultan would let
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ness, the leveller of pride, the patron of patrons,... was
simply the greatest Forger and the greatest Thief that
ever cheated the gallows."™ A reference, sometimes,
may be hard to trace as in the following analogy: “Mr.
Meagles, however, thoroughly enjoyed Young Bama-
cle. As a mere flask of the golden water in the tale be-
came a full fountain when it was poured out, s0 Mr.
Meagles seemed to feel that this small spice of Bamacle
imparted to his table the flavour of the whole family-
tree.”™ Inspite of some obscure allusions to the Arabian
Nights Dickens could, in general, depend on his read-
ers’ familiarity with the tales and on being understood
whenever he made use of them in his own novels.
Since the Arabian Nights played such an important
and beneficial role in his own life, Dickens came to be-
lieve that it would have a similar effect upon all people,
especially on children. In his novels he stressed again
and agaln the importance of fancy. ‘It is this imagina-
tiveness, stimulated and kindled by his reading of
Scheherazade’s tales, which bacomes a talisman to
preserve the integrity of his heroes and heroines or to
protect them from danger in uncongenial
circumstances.”™ It is certainly this imaginativeness
which helps David Copperfield to gain Steerforth’s sym-
pathy and support after playing Scheherazade's story-
telling role every night. It also enables Sissy Jupe to
comfort her father in his distress by reading him tales
from the Arabian Nights. In Hard Times Thomas Grad-
grind, a firm believer in the supremacy of facts and fi-
gures in all departments of life, opens a school for his
children and others to teach facts and statistics. He s re-
solved to take on in his school Sissy Jupe, the strolling
juggler’s child, spending her childhood among the acro-
bats and equestrians of Sleary's Horse-riding. Sissy,
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bian Night instead of a London one.™ Surveying his

condition at the time, he rehearsed a scene of the tales

as if it was really happening to him :
“Its an Arabian Night, that's what it is,” said
Richard. “I'm in Damascus or Grand Cairo.
The Marchioness is a Genie, and havinghad a
wager with another Genie about who is the
handsomest young man alive, and the worth-
iest to be the husband of the princess of China,
has brought me away, room and all, to com-
pare us together. “Perhaps,” said Mr.
Swiveller, tuming languidty round upon his pil-
low, and looking on that side of his bed which
was next the wall, “the Princess may be still —
No, she’s gone.®

When the Marchioness jumped up quickly, and
clapped her hands, ** ‘Arabian Night, certainly," thought
Mr. Swiveller; ‘they always clap their hands instead of
ringing the beil. Now for the two thousand black slaves,
with jars of jewels on their heads! "

At other times, Dickens' references to Schehera-
2ade’s tales are hard to grasp by the reader, and at
times they are overdrawn, as in the case of the law clerk
“Cassim Baba in the robbers’ cave and Cassim Baba
the only respectable member of the party.”” “Dickens
evolved this mysterious parallel from the fact that the
law clerk, ‘Cassim Baba’, was divided among four bored
young lawyers, while, in the old Arabian story, Cassim
Baba had been quartered by the robbers.”* When an
allusion is inserted among a string of phrases, it may
pass unnoticed by the reader as in the following descrip-
tion : “He, the uncouth object of such wide-spread
adulation, the sitter at great men’s feasts, the roc’s egg
of great ladies’ assemblies, the subduer of exclusive-
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ley of diamonds. "

Dickens did expect his readers to be familiar with
the tales of the Arabian Nights.® Certainly most of the
characters in his novels are. They know them so well
that they “referred to their fabrications as though they
were not fictions but established fancies so closely link-
ed to reality that they almost existed.” Pip called the
East the “land of the Arabian Nights", where dreams
came true and expectations were realized. At the end of
Great Expectations, Pip purchased for his friend Her-
bert, without the latter knowing it, partnership in his busi-
ness firm. The head of the firm announced that Herbert
was fo open a branch in Cairo. Pip, on this occasion,
meditated that

there was recompense in the joy with which
Herbert would come home of a night and tell
me of these changes, little imagining that he
told me no news, and would sketch airy pic-
tures of himself conducting Clara Barley to the
land of the Arabian Nights, and of me going out
to join them (with a caravan of camels, | be-
lieve), and of our all going up the Nile and
seeing wonders.2 |

David Copperfield, at the picnic with Dora Spenlow,
was so much overjoyed, that he did not know how long
they were walking or where they went. ‘‘Perhaps some
Arabian-night magician opened up the place for the day,
and shut it up for ever when we came away. It was a
green spot, on a hill, carpeted with soft turf. There were

_shady trees, and heather, and, as far as the eye could

s6e, a rich landscape.?
Richard Swiveller, getting up from sleep caused by
fever, thought that he *‘woke up by mistake in an Ara-
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take a trip to Brighton, and he was overjoyed when a

friend agreed to join him. He said : “'limmediately arose

(iike the desponding prince in the Arabian Nights, when

the old woman... comes to whisper about the Princess

they love) and washed my face.”” Alast example s a re-

ference in a speech which Dickens delivered in Boston

at a Banquet in his honour, where he said : I have a fair

claim upon you to let me do so tonight, for you have

made my house an Aladdin's Palace. You fold so

tenderly within your breasts that common household

lamp in which my feeble fire is all enshrined, and at

which my flickering torch is lighted up, that straight my

household gods take wing, and are transported here."

These examples suffice to illustrate Dickens’ fami-

liarity with the Arabian Nights, throughout his life. It re-

mains to be shown how the tales influenced his imagi-
“nattion, his thoughts and his works.

It is impossible to calculate the entire extent of

their effact upon him, but the nature and direc-

tion of their stimulus is unmistakable. No writer

so intimately fuses the familiar and the strange

as Dickens does. His physical world is an utter-

ly everyday one of the most prosaic places :

Goswell Street, the drab suburbs of Camden

Town and Somers Town, Covent Garden Mar-

ket, the Golden Cross, the poor streets of the

Borough — all noted in the sharpest detai.

And they are transfigured by an inward vision

that bathes Bob- Cratchit's fireside in glowing

warmth and Fagin's thieves' cellar in sordid ro-

mance. The clear daylight sanity of Tom Jones

and the brutal realism of Roderick Random

are mingled in the works of Dickens with the

fantasy of Ali Baba's cave and Sindbad's val-
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should release him, and, at last, that he would
destory them. Now, there is a spirit of great
power, the Spirit of ignorance, long shutupina
vessel of Obstinate Neglect, with a great deal
of lead in its composition, and sealed with the
seals of many, many Solomons, and which is
exactly in the same position. Release itintime,
and it will bless, restore, and reanimate socie-
ty; butlet it lie under the rolling waves of years,
and its blind revenge at last will be
destruction, ™
This quotation illustrates how Dickens used force-
ful analogies with great effect to clarify his point. A simi-
lar analogy is in a speech which he delivered in America.
He had resolved to accept no hospitality while in the
slave states, but he was obliged to accede to a social
supper in his honour in Richmond, Virginia,18 march
1842, after a renewal of request by a delegation from
that city. He regretted that he was passing through their
country with a rapid flight : *‘I find, in my career amongst
you, no little resembiance to that far - famed Suttan of
the thousand — and one nights, who was in the habit of
acquiring a new friend and cutting his head off in the
moming. | find another resemblance to what we read in
the history of that Sultan. He was diverted from his bad
habit by listening to the tales of one who proved a
favourite above all the rest; so | am stopped in my origin-
al intention by the hospitalities of th Americans.”*
Dickens’ familiarity with Scheherazade's tales
need not further be alluded to, but the following refer-
ence to them is an appropriate one to add. It is one of
many in Dickens letters and speeches. When he was
anhoyed by the political situation in his country, he felta
violent craving for distraction. He thought that he had to
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time -~ not by my will — and in some sort following the
example of that renowned Sultan to whose despotism
we are indebted for so much delight, must go making
friendships over — night, and cutting their heads off, ev-
ery moming."".

In a speech at the Polytechnic Institution of Birm-
ingham, Alabama, Dickens praised its principles of
spreading education, which did “‘not contain in them-
selves anything of a sectarian or class nature.” Moreov-
er, he recommended extending education before it was
too late, illustrating his point from a tale in the Arabian
Nights, :

I hold that for any fabric of society to go on day
after day,and year after year, from father to
son, and from grandfather to grandson, un-
ceasingly punishing men for not engaging in
the pursuit of virtue and for the practice of
crime, without showing them the way to virtue,
has no foundation in religion, has no founda-
tion in truth, and has only one parallel in fiction
that | know of — which is the case of an obdu-
rate old Genie, in the Arabian Nights, who was
bent on taking the life of a certain merchant,
because he had struck out the eye of his invisi-
ble son. Again, if | may refer to another tale in
the same book of charming fancies — not in-
appropriate to the present occasion — there is
the case of a powerful spirit who had been im-
prisoned at the bottom of the sea, shutupina
casket with a leaden cover, sealed with the
seal of solomon upon it. There he lay neg-
lected for many centuries, and during that
period made many different vows : at first, that
he would reward magnificently those who
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sonating the character of the Caliph Haroun al-Rashid.

In ““The Ghest of Master B” (The Haunted House) Dick-

ens describes a group of children acting out the caliph’s

adventures and, atthe same time, the atmosphere com-

posed of imagination and reality of his own childhood :
“Bless you, my precious!” said the officer tum-
ing to me; “Your pa's took bitter bad!"

| asked, with a fluttered heart, “Is he really ill?

“Lord temper the wind to you, my lamb!” said
the good Mesrour, kneeling down, that | might
have a comforting shoulder for my head to rest
on, “your pa’s dead!”

Haroun Alraschid took to fiight at the words;
the Seraglio vanished; from that moment | nev-
er again saw one of the eight of the fairest
daughters of men.

| was taken home , and there was debt at home
as well as Death, and we had a sale there.

In the tales of the Arabian Nights, Dickens found a
world of fancy which for him supplied an aura about a
wonderful world, “not by believing that the real world
would fumish him with an Aladdin’s lamp, but by seeing
that the improbabiiities of the world of Fancy could be-
come & new horizon for the possibilities of reality.™

Throughout his adult life Dickens continued to en-
joy the Arabian Nights, as can be seen by the fact that
he referred to the tales again and again in his letters and
speeches. An allusion to the introductory section of the
tales, for example, is seen in a letter he sent to H. D.
Gllp, a Philadelphia lawyer and politician, and in which
he asserted: “| wish | could have remained longer in
Philadelphia, but | am forced onward by my poverty of
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around him. Wandering down the High Street,
which he thought must be *“at least as wide as
Regent-Streeet, London, or the Italiart Boule-
vard at Paris”, he would look up at the Town
Hall clock and think that it must surely be the
finest clock in the world. The Town Hall itself,
where he had once seen an Indian swallow the
sword, was so glorious a structure that he set it
up in his mind “as the model on which the
Genii of the Lamp built the palace for
Aladdin.™
The Arabian tales, more than anything else, “gave
cue to his eager imagination.”™ He read them avidly, un-
til “the characters in them became real for him, with a
life of their own outside the pages of his books."*
There was yet another influence which helped him
to absorb the world of the Arabian Nights and makeita
permanent part of his imaginative life :

In his childhood, too, his imagination received
another powerful stimulus, and one which all
his life exerted over him the strongest fascina-
tion — the theater. At the age of seven he had
been taken up to London to behold the splen-
dor of Christmas pantomitﬁes, had delightedin
the beautiful complexions of the clowns and
their appetite for sausages, exulted in Harle-
quin and Pantaloon... Later he was occa-
sionally taken to some of the melodramas,
farces, and tragedies that held its boards, and
was inspired to compose a tragedy entitied
Misnar, the Sultan of india (founded on one of
the Tales of the (Genii), which won him fame in
his childish circle."

He used to act scenes from the tales, always imper-
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allusions to Dickens' childhood readings in his work.*
The books referred to in the passage were, no doubt,
few, and because they were few, he read them over and
over again. “Because the boy liked to read at an ealry
age, because his peculiar sense of visualization made
him play games with the imaginary characters he read
about, the few books available to him had a much grea-
ter influence than the many books accessible to children
in more fortunate circumstances.” For him, “they werea
host of friends when he had no single friend,” and they
were everything “that had given his ailing little life its pic-
turesqueness — or sunshine.” As a child, Dickens did
not play much with other boys for he was sickly and was
subject to fitful attacks. At that early age, his family
moved to London where he found himself in a slum
neighbourhood. His father's monetary affairs became
worse, and eventually he was imprisoned for debt in the
Marshaisea Prison. Young Dickens was forced to leave
school and to work in a blacking factory. All this left deep
and bitter impressions that remained throughout his life.
However, with the energy and intensity that were char-
acteristic of him, he devoted himself to exploring Lon-
don, observing people and scenes, and storing up hun-
dreds of vivid and delightful datails in his memory, which
he later used in his novels. This experience in combina-
tion with the books he read, especially the Arabian

_ Nights of which he was very fond, furnished Dickens

with apprenticeship as a novelist, and influenced the
form of his novels, his characterization, and his prose.
His imaginative perception enabled him *to fill the real
world around him with a strange, unpredictable, exciting
life of his own making." In his long waiks round the town
and by the river

he was carried far away from the real world
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CHARLES DICKENS
AND

THE ARABIAN NIGHTS

Dr. Fakhir Abdul-Razzak

Department of English College of
Education University of Baghdad

A summary of this paper was published
in Al-Ustad Bul- letin 1980, pp. 5-186.

Charles Dickens, the most popular and intema-
tionally known of English novelists, made the acquaint-
ance of the Arabian Nights when he was not much over
nine years old. “The best evidence available stems
form the well-known passage in David Copperfield in
which the youthful Dickens, reincamated in David, tells
of the books he read for escape.” These books were
classic novels which his father had, and they were main-
ly the works of eighteenth-century novelists, plus the
Arabian Nights and the Tales of the Genii. In this literary
autobiographical passage, where the best account of
his early years is lightly disguised, Dickens writes :

My father had left a small collection of booksin

a lite room up-stairs, to which | had access
(for it adjoined my own) and which nobody eise
in our house ever troubled. From that blessed
little room, Roderick Random, Peregrine Pick-
te, Humphrey Clinker, Tom Jones, the Vicar of
Wakefield, Don Quixote, Gil Blas, and Robin-
son Crusoe, came out, a glorious host, 1o keep
me company. They kept alive my fancy, and
my hope of something beyond that place and
time, — they, and the Arabian Nights, and the
Tales of the Genii, — and did me no harm; for
whatever harm was in some of them was not
there for me; / knew nothing of it.2

“Every word of this personal recollection had been
written down as fact, some years before it found its way
into David Copperfield.'? The reference to the Arabian
Nights and other literature is just one of the numerous
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ugly, low and maan” {(Watlek, p. 15), Imlac befieves in the usefulness of every-
thing, “‘the crags of the rock and the pinnacies of the palace” (X, 22).

However, in 18th century England as well as in the Abbasid period, social and
economic developments warrent the emphasis on the universal, a fact which
sxplaina the revival of Arisictellanism in both England and islamic Empire.
Arberry, “Poems...," p. 23.

Nicholson, p. 324,

Iknd.

thid., pp. 302, 303.
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ibid., p. 289.

Renie Wallek remarks that Gosthe, in his development of such a concep, hes
Jalal-al din al Rumi (1273 A.D.) in mind; see History of Modem Griticism, |.
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famous Arabic ''Ballad of Vengeance' by Thabit Jabir Sufyan (Ta'abbat Shar)
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poama, See Nicholaon, p. 97; ses also Fdward Dowden's introduction to West-
Eastern Divan {London and Toronte; Dem & Sons, n.d.), pp. xii-xii. Goethe
wid particularly interestad in the Persian poet Hafiz (1320-1389). See Goethe;
The Study of A Man by Ludwig Lewisohn (New Yori; Farrar, Straus, 1949), |1,
p. 223,
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well became a member-and who was accorded the honour of its presidency
in 1780, wrote On the Manners of the Arabians before the Time of Mahometin
1783 and transiated the suspended poems or the Muafiaqat into English, But
as Jones translated the Mualiagat afler the publication of Rasseias | make no
suggestion that Johnson had read about those poems or about Arabkan poe-
tics through Sir Wikliam Jones,

See Idler, No. 68, The Yale Edition, vol., p, 213, That Greek postics had no
direct influence either on the early Arabic poetry or on the development of the
Arabic theory of poetry is asserted by ignaz Kratschkowsky, See Vicente Can-
tanno, p. 77.

See Newman tvey White, Sheflay, !l (London; Secker & Warburg, 1947), 229,
See Cameron's A New Source for Shelley's Defence..,” and “Rasselas and

Newman Ivey White, Il, 271.
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considered... as perfect and infaliible guides; as subjects for arl students’ im-
itation, nol their criticism.” See a discussion of this point in G.H. Fleming, Ros-
sefti and the Pre-Raphaslita Brotherhooc{London; Rupert Hart-Davies, 1967),
pp. 7-8.

Here Imiac’s argument is directed against copying the ancients because he
“could never describe what he had not seen.” At the same time Imlac’s “ atten-
tion to nature and life"does not follow the neo-classical concept of “imitation of
nature.” According 10 the latter, “the poet reproduces reality by his art,” buthe
js not* 'a mystic visionary’ who sees into the life of things, rises beyond reality
to some transcendent absolute” (Rane Wellek, p. 14). This concept contra-
dicts Imac's discourse in more than one point. Imlac considers knowlsdge of
nature an asset o the poet rather than a basic formative requirement; what s
basic to the poet is his “special gift” or inspiration which allows him tQ "'rise to
general and transcendental truths” (X, 23). While training, education and in-
spiration complement each other in the Arabian theory which Imlac exempli-
fies, the neo-classical theory does nol believe in inspiration. Johnson finds
poetry simitar fo law or any other knowledge. Ses n. 20

It is worth noting that Imlac’s poems demonstrate the Arabian blending of the
divinely ingpired outpourings of the poet and leaming. The “attention of Ras-
3oias.” we are foid, “was particulay seizad by a poem which imlac recited
upon the various conditions of humanity”, and thal Rasselas was so much
taken to the poet that he "'regretied the necessity of sleep, and longed till the
moming should renew his pieasure”(VIl, p. 15).

Vicente Cantario, p. 78.
Rere Wallek remarks that Aristotelian nature means “reality in general and
specially human nature,” and the post Teproduces reaiity by hig arL” p. 14.
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jon *to what might be termed the 'desert scene; with its natural phenomena,
its lardecapes, its fauna and its flora” (The Cambricige Hisiory, 1, 658).

Soe G.E. von Grunebaum, “The Nature ot the Arab Literary Effort.” Journal of
the Near Eastern Studies, XII, (Jar., 1948), p. 119.

Sean.46

See Grunebaum, "The Naturs...," p. 118,

thid., p. 118,

Cambridge History, |, 660
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classical docirine of propriety which forbids “the depiction of the horid and
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Johnson read or could read in connection with the Egyptian background,
Weitzman neglocts an Arabic source which was translated into Enghish in
1672. That book is Murtadi: The Egyptian History, traating of the Pyramids, the
inundations of the Nile and other prodigies by Murtadha ibn al-Khafif, tr. J.
Davies (London).

However, as far as imlac's poetics is concerned only Charles Peake has writ-
ten about the Mw'affagat in his edition of Ras=elas, p. 180, n. 22,

Eighteenth Century scholars had been acquainted with the works of Sadi,
Nizami, Hafiz and Omar al-Khayyam. These poets belonged to a later period,
from the eleventh century onwards. Indeed Omar and others wrote “'near the
beginning of Persian literary history.” See Arberry, “Omar and FitzGeraid,”
Asian Review, LV, No. 204 (Oct., 1958), p. 138. For informations on translation
from Persian into English, see The Lettars of Sir William Jones, pp. 5.9, 27,
446447, 472,

That Johneon had read about the tamous school of Bastah, the centre of philo-
logical stidies and neo-classical criticism, is clearly indicated in his essay on
Gelaleddin (Idier, No. 75, 1758). He says; "'in the time when Bassora was con-
sidered as the school of Asia, and fiourished by the raputation of its professors
and the confluence of its students, among the pupils that kstened around the
chair of Abumazar was Gelaleddin” (The Yale Edition of S.J. Works, II, pp.
232-235;50e also “Oriogrui of Basrah, Idler, No. 99, pp. 302-305),
Nicholson, p. 292,

ibid., p. 290.

Chejne, p. 68 and Nicholson, p. 286. That 18th century Enghish writers had
been acquainted with the poetry and criticism of Abu Nuwas is evidenced by
the fact that in 1737 The Gentleman s Magazine published a posm based on a
blank-verse version bySale of a “*witty and polished poem of Abu Nuwas.” See
Haddawi, pp. 83, 94,

Nichotson, p. 285.

Sea Nicholeon, p, 288. Perhaps Johnson had been acquaintad with such critic-
ism which appeared as commentaries on individual posms and as quotations.
See notes 37 and 41. Some commentaries on the Mu ‘ailagat exist in many-
scripts at Trinity College, Cambridge, and at Bodieian. See The Lotters of Sir
Wilkam Jones, p. 471 andn. 2,

Nichalson, p, 287,

Ibid.

N is clear that Imiac’s statement does not accord with Johnaon's adherence to
the principlas of “the father of criticism™ (See note 36). Neither does it accord
with Pope’s “Leam hence from ancient rules a just esteam:/To copy Nature is
1o copy them” (*'Essay on Criticism”), nor with Reynold's Discourse | that the
ancient models “which have passed the rough approbation of ages, should be
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It is noteworthy that Edward Pococke's Specimen of Historiae Arabum and
Sa!e's"Prdﬁrﬂnarthomm"toﬂmemntﬂnbasicmfomuﬁmmaaﬂy
Arabian postry. In 1758 Leonard Chapsliow published An Arabic Poem. nti-
tiad Tograi (Oxford) and in 1767 he transiated Six Assembiies of Harin {Ox-
ford). However, Albert Schuttens had already transiated Magamat A-Haririin
1731. But the first Magama had been transiated by Schultens’ countryman
JacubusGoius.Agoodmudeamcenmrydﬁfamtpubimﬁonson
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aginative Literaturs (1704-1838), unpub. B. Litt, diss., Univ. of Oxford, 1947 p.
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Arberry, Poems of..., p. 2. Sea also Cambridge History of talam, Il, p. 665.
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 Reieke had adited the Leiden manuscript, Tharaphe Moallaka in 1742. in 1748
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tains information on Arabis and Islamic culture in general.

Sea Nichotson, p. 101,

See Cambridge History, Il, pp. 658-659; sae aiso Chejne, p. 55 and Mackail, p.
107.
Mmﬂwmmmmeabmlmlac'smﬁanegmmmmm
mem.PomapsAMurWaimmnismhuetomamyscmarsﬁpmuse
m.mmmmummmm“wpm"ws*
"More Light on Rasselas: The Background of the Egyptian Episodes,” Phitolo-
gical Quarterly, XLVl {Jan., 1968) p. 56. Although he tries to cover the books
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10 do with the spreed of Arabic culturs in Europe. See Cambridge History of
Isiam, N, (Cambridge: The Univ., 1970}, p. 870; see also Wemer P. Frieder-
ich's remarks on Arabs' influence on ialian, French, Spanish and English fiter-
atura, sepecially on Dante and Provencal lyrical poetry and other works of con-
sequence in his Outline of Comparative Literature (North Carolina; Chapel Hill,
1954), pp. 38-39,40, 134-139, 233-235, 296-302.

Professor Mackail 8ays: “Between the disappearancaof the classical or
Grasaco-Roman tradition and the new birth which it Look in the earfier Middie
Ages, European postry ran underground. But during that period inits progress
it was subjectsd to many infiusnces which profoundiy modified it. Among these
influences the most important perhaps, as it is certainly the most suble in its
effect and the most obscure in its working, was that of Arabian art... European
poetry was deeply and organically attected by the Arab poetry which seems to
be antirely detached from it” (p. 94).

Nicholson, p. 74.

The saj’ as a form of expression complements the poat's other qualifications,
His Qiasida, 0de, is "*held to be the epitome of poetical dexterity. It was uttered
in a baautitul and tascinating language from the mouths of poets befieved 1o be
possessed by spirits,” see Anwar G. Chejne, The Arabic Language: Its Aole in
History (Minneapoiis; Univ. of Minnesola Press, 1969}, p. 55.

Nicholson, pp. 78-79.

Nichotson, 76 n,

Johnson's personal attitude toward poetry is clearty at variance with Imlac’s. in
his essay on Cowley, Johnson faithfully foliows *'the father of criticism’ in his
astimation of the Metaphysicals. On the other hand Johnson's description of
poetry as “an imitative art” does not fil Imlac’s use of nature as an asset
according to his tormula that nothing is useless for a poel. Johnson's concept
of poatry emphasizes “copying nature and life,” painting the forms of the mat-
ter, and repregenting the forms of intellect. He concludes that since Metaph-
ysical poetry lacks these it is no poetry at all. See English Literary Criticism:
Restoration and 18th Century, ed. Samuel Hynes (New York; Meredith Pub-
lishing House, 1963), p. 304.

See A.. Arberry, Poemns of Al-Mutanabbi (Cambridge; The Univ. Press,
1967), p. 1. Perhaps British 18th century scholars had been acquainted with
Al-Mutangbbi, the best islamic poet, either through Albert Schultens' Thomae
Erpenii Grammatica Arabica (Leiden, 1748) or some other Latin or German
works which contain selections of and commentaries on Arabic poetry. That
Johnson had read the works of the Dulch orientalist Albert Schultens is evi-
denced by his depending on the latter's book Oratio Academica in Memoriam
Hermanni Boerhaavii (Leyden, 1738} in hig writing of the “Life of Boerhaave,”
Gentleman’s Magazine, |X (1739). Sea Rambler, 114 in The Yale Edition of
the Works, IV, p. 242 and note. It is quite probable that other works on Al
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More information on this “peculiar’’ theovy of poetry is int Rechel Trickett's The
Honest Muse, pp. 200-291. In his "Essay on the Dramatic Character of Sir
John Falstaff, Maurice Morgann says; ""True poesy is magic not nafure: an
effact from causes hidden and unknown, To the Magician | prescribe no laws,
hig law and his power are one; his power is his law. Him, who neither imitates,
nor is within the reach of imitation, no precedent can or ought 1o bind, no limits
to contain” (ibid., 201).

For spaculations on Imlac's leaming, wanderings and the dating of his experi-
ancs, sea Louis E. Goodyear, "Raasalas, form Amhara to Cairo Viewed from
Arabia," Bicentenary Essays on Rasselas, Supplement to Cairo Studies
{1958), pp. 2-29. However, this article provides no other halp as far as my
subject s concamed.

Quotad by Reynold A. Nicholson in A Literary History of the Arabs (Cambridge:
The Univ. Presa, 1907; reissued 1966), p. 71, The passago was originally cited
by Al-Suyuti in his Muzhir. It is noteworthy that Simon Ockley drew heavily
upon Al-Suyuti for the documentation of his Mistory of the Saracens (1708,
1718, 1757}

See Vicente Cantario, ‘Westem and Arabic Concepts...,” p. 76. Aninteresting
comment on this poatry is by J.W. Mackail, a former professor of poetry at Ox-
ford, who says: “This early Arab poetry is a fine elixir distilled from Arab e,
with its vastness, its mystery, its strange combination of vivid colour with im-
mense monotony,” Lectures on Poetry {London; Longmans, 1911),p. 114.
Nichotaon, p. 72. )

Howaver, this concept is ciearty different from the Platonic idea of the poet a5
“a light, winged, holy creature” who *'cannot compose until he is possessed
and out of his mind, and his reason is na longar in him." Plato asserts that god
spaaks and exprasses himself through poets, but the latter are “no good at
anything else.” At the same time, Plato thinks of the poet as an image-maker,
an imitator who is neither “'a law giver” nor a “benefactor.” See Ancient Liter-
ary Criticism, ed. D. A. Russell and M. Winterbottom (Cxford; Clarendor,
1972), pp. 43, 68-69,

Nicholson, p. 73.

Ibid., p. 72; see also Mackail, 110 and K.A.Fariq, History of Arabic Literalure
(Delhi; Vikas Publications, 1972), p. 43.

Mackail, p. 103.

Ibid, 103.

Sea Nicholson, pp. 72-72.

Numerous studies demonstrated that Arabic poatry influenced even Homer. It
was the ayrian poetMelangerwhoinfumimoGroekpoeﬁy“ammm
colour which are specifically those of Arabia™ (see Mackail, p. 96). Both the
Sicllian sonnet and westem romance and chivalry derive from Arabic origins
(ibid., 125). Perhags the influence of Arabic literature on Spain has a great deal

27



Comparative Culture Book Series

1, Jan. 1987,

19.

12,

13.

14,

15,

16,

17.

18.

21,

187-8; se0 also Hussain Faresd Ali Haddawy, ''English Arabesque,” Ph.D. un-
pub. diss. cornell Univ. 1962, p. 25.

See The Yale Edition of the Works of Samuel Johnson, Vi, ed, E.L. McAdam
{New Haven: Yale, 1964), p. 109. '

ftis worth noting that Herbelot's work contains basic information an Arabic liter-
ature. A further note is in the following pages.

Among the books which Johnson's library contained is /smael Abuf Feda de
vita Mohammediis, per Gagnier, Oxon, 1723. See The Catalogue of Johnson's
Library, item, 486.

Sea History of English Poetry (London; Reeves and Tumer, 1871), i, pp. 91-
149, 189-192, 245, 305-334, iii, 132-135, 337-349, 368-370; iii, 120-121, 181.
Johnson and English Poetry Before 1660 (New York: Gordian Press, 1965), p.
20.

Boswell's Lifa, II, 425 (New York: 1891). In making this reference | amindebled
to Walkins, p. 28. It is worth noting that Johnson's translation of the Messiah
appeared in A Miscellany of Poems, published by J. Husbands al Oxford in
1731, Hushands, the first aditor of Johnaon, was the man who said that "the
Genius of the East soars upon stomgar wings... than the Muse of Greece o
Rome.” Husbands, as a great enthusiast for oriental poetry, might have influ-
enced Johnson. Sea Ronald 5. Crane, *'An Early Eighteanth-Century Euthu-
siast for Primitive Poetry: John Husbands,” MLN, X00(VII (1922}, pp. 27-36.
See "Rasselas" and Essays, ed. Charles Paake (London: Routiadge, 1967),
Chap. X, p. 21. Quotations are from this adition,

Itis worth noting as well that as early as 1721 there existed articles on the infu-
ence of Arabic poetry on English rhyme-scheme, See, for axample, Charles
Gikdon's comment in The Laws of Poetry (London; 1721}, p. 71.

Johnson, Lives of the Poets, iii (1905), p. 222; also Rene Wetlek, A History of
Modern Criticism, | (N.H.. Yals Univ, 1955}, p. 23,

Rene Weliek says: ““The appiication thal any man of parts could be a poet if he
wilis 50, that there is no diffarence between the gifts for poetry, law, or
mathematics, does not disturb Johnson, as he wanted the poet to be assimi-

lated to man in general” (p. 96).

W.R. Keast makes a similar conclugion. He says: *'To conceive of literature as
a mode of activity essentially like activity of any other remaves, for Johnson,
the basis on which many earfier critics had isolated the faculties characteristic
ofﬂ-apootassignedmemmparﬁaﬂa:genm.anddisﬁngdmmpoetsfrom
ather men. Johneon's reduction of art to nature has consequences hera in two
diueﬁons:ﬂdissolvesthobaaisfotaseparanonbotmmpoetsmdmnin
gmaral.Wﬂoollapaesessenﬁaldlsﬁncﬁmamngmdsoipoeﬁceﬂm
and materials” (See ““The Theoretical Foundations...,” p. 404).

Boswell's Life, V, p. 35

26



ance of the poet and his isaming were undeniable in the 18th cantury, poetry
was considered a source of commentary, entertainment and delight rather than
of a prophetic of deeply philoaophical vision, He aiso points out that the poet i
16th century England was rather a8 communicator of truth, for poelry as an ant
was for edification and improvement. '

. See Vicente Cantarino, "Westem and Arabic Concepts of Poetry,” Yearbook of

Comparative and Genera! Literature, No. 20 (1871),p. 79.

. This fact is of great importance because it shows that Imiac is following Arabic

rather than Arisiotelian poatica. Cantaring says 10 this effect, “While the Arig-
tiotelian postics... concentrates on the abstract concept of mimesis and the
analysis of how and in whal ways it can be applied 10 the various ‘creative arts,
mwmmuamqmmmmmm
technical term shi'r and looks for that essential charactenstic which makes an
sxpression ‘poetic’ and differentiates it from all others. The Greek theory of poe-
ﬁmhmctﬁu...hrﬂwgmpmkandwhﬂisumm,wmm-
mmwum:m..mmmdmamm
mmmwmmmmhwmm.mmmm
mmummmunmﬁwmdmmam
place in the inteliectual structure of their valuas™ (Ibid., pp. 78, 79}.

Boswell's Life, IV, pp, 27-26.
“LmrszobcuarywwmuexanderPope,"meCunplmLamdudy
Mary Wortley Montagu, ed. Robert Halsband, Vol. | (Oxford; Clarendon, 1965},
p. 307. L
sumwmmmmmmmp,mwmmmmm :
mh,BaghdadandDmasMseﬁtmh?heYdﬁEdiﬁonofhWarks,
il, 213, W, 100v n., 209, 345-9, Iv. 275-80, v. 228-233, 206-305. Othar references
1o Arabia in vol. iv. 276, v. 131,. Boswall's Life, iv. 28, v, 125.

See also his reference 10 Zobeide, the wite of Haroun al-Rashid, in Diares,
Prayers and Annals, ed. E.L. Mcadam with Donald and Mary Hyde (New Haven;
Yale Univ. 1968, reissued 1960, p. 348, Other references to places, thinkers of
Arabia are numencus.

10. SooDIm‘os.Praymandmmls.p.m.m'nonmispointisinmeoomingpa-

11.

_mgraphs.
For information on Johnaon's admiration for Pococke, 866 Boswell's Life, i, p.
27-28; See also Diaries, Prayers and Annals, p. 151. Johnson had in his kbrary
Pococke's commentary on Hosea, & c, item 580 and Langlon’s be of

. Pococke, ltem, 37. Among relevant books in Johnson's Kbrary are Saie's
Koran, kem 88; Poaseos Asiatioa, item 255; History of Al Bey, item 265 and
LMW.MW.F«MMPMO‘;MNMH—
fluence on Joseph Cartyle, see Mahmoud Manzalou, “Some English Transla-
tions of Arabic imaginative Literature.” B. Ltt unpub. diss. Oxford, 1847, pp.
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in Rasselas as “interpreter” of life and a “legislator” of
mankind and his emphasis on the prophetic in poetry
suggest another model. Considered in view of the *Sus-
pended Poems" to which imlac alludes and seen in rela-
tion to possible acquaintance with Arabic literature in
transiation...as Johnson’s library holdings.and his per-
sonal connections indicate.. .,Rasselas rather points fo
Arabic sources to imlac’ s poetlcs

Footnotes

1. See, for example, Martin Kallich, *Samuel Johnson's Principles of Criticasm and
imlac’s ‘Dissertation upon Poelry,’ * The Joumnal of Aesthetics and Art Critic-
ism, X00v, No. | (Fall 19686), pp. 71-82; Qeoffrey Tillotson, “imiac and the Busi-
noss of a Poel,” Studies in Criticism and Aesthetics, 1660-1800, ed. Howard
Anderson and John S. Shea (Minneapolis; Univ. of Minnesota Press, 1967), pp.
296-314. See also Rachel Trickeit's chapter on Johnaon's poetics in The Hon-
ost Muse; A study in Augustan Verse (Oxdord; Clarendon, 1967), pp. 224-204;
and W.R. Keast, '"The Theoretical Foundations of Johnaon's Criticism, " Criics
and Criticism, ad. R.S. Crane (Chicago; The Univ. of Chicago press, 1952), pp.
389-407. Agostind Lombardo touches on the subject in "The impoftance of Im-
lac,” Bicantenavy Essays on Rasselas, Supplemant o CairoStudies in English

1950, espacially pp. 31-39.

2. See Dina Abcul-Hamid Al Aoun, **Some Remarks on a Second Reading of Ras-
selas," Bicentenary Essays on Rasselas, pp. 15-16. Kenneth Neill Cameron
provides twa detailed stucies in this connection to show that Shelley ia indeblad
10 Johnson in his theory of poetry. See A New Source for Shelley's Defence of
Poetry, "'Studies in Philology, 38 (1941). pp. 629-644 and “‘Rassslas and Alas-
tor; A Study in Transmulation,” Studies in Philology, 40 1943), 58-78.

3. Martin Kallich, pp. 7 and 82,

4. Althis point | should express my indebtedness to Dr. James Gray, Professor
and Chatrman of the English department at Dalhousie University, who first
stimulated my inlerest in such a subject by pointing out that “the ideal post in
Rasselas is aimost Shelley's poet.” He asserts that although the centralimpart-
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as “a teacher, a prophet, a friend of gods and men”
which Goethe develops has been derived from the
ancient Arabian love for poetry.”

it is no coincidence that writers and scholars who
are acquainted with Arabic poetry write about it with high
regard and esteem. Like Lady Mary Wartiey Montagu
and Johnson, Sir William Jones was grealty fascingted
by Arabic fiterature.? He said, “When | had once
tasted Arabic and Persian poetry, (my enthusiasm for
Greek poetry) immediately (began) fo dry up."” Dr.
Johnson admired Arabs’ “literary zeal” and was not in-
clined to suggest the indebtedness of Arabic poetry to
the Greek. ™

But as far as this essay is concerned, Sheiley’s in-
terest in Arabic literature is worth nothing. His interest
was 80 great that he began his intensive studies of Ara-
bic in November 1820, fulfiling a wish which Johnson
had not been able to actualize. This fact about Shelley's
knowledge of Arabic might be of a considerable import-
ance in tracing and studying the sources of his theory of
poetry. It has been assumed that Shelley is indebted to
Imlac’s poetics in the formulation of his theory. Indeed
Kenneth Neill Cameron convincingly demonstrates that
many a passage in Sheliey's Defence of Poetryand
Preface to “The Revolt of Islam” echoes Imlac’s
sayings."™But when we bear in mind the probability that
Johnson used Arabic sources in Latin, German or En-
glish translations for the development of imalc’s poetics
within the oriental frame and content of Rasselas, it
seems quite possible that Shelley is likewise indebted to
the main sources rather than to Imlac’s version in his
Defence of poetry which was written in 18217

To sum up, while not a typical Johnsonian, the post
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among people.. a stranger, like Salih amongst
Thamud."* Another is Al-Ma'arri who, though abstained
from involvement in politics to preserve his unconven-
tional spirit and to sustain his objective attitude, writes
poems that “present a vivid picture” of his age in its
beauty as well as in its corruption.* However, Al-Ma'ari
lived and died in obscurity.® Abu al-Atahiya, with his
“eamest and elevated view of life,” “found little favour
with his conternporaries.

Another development which makes Imlac assert
the appeal to the common sense of humanity rather
than to a certain group of critics is the growth of Arabic
literary criticism in Basrah since the ninth century. But
this criticism ‘unfortunately exercised no salutary influ-
ence on lterature, as it remained microscopic in its out-
look and preoccupations, perhaps answering to the ato-
mic structure of Arabic verse and artistic prose, and thus
only confirned the involvement of literature with pure
form and verbal perfection’® Schools of criticism con-
demned originality and encouraged the reproduction of
ancient poems for no purpose other than entertaining
““courtiers or citizens with borrowed pictures of Bedouin
life in which neither they (the poets) nor their audience
took the slightest interset™ Such schools went so far as
to dectine ‘‘to recognize the writing of Mutanabbi and Al-
Ma'ami as poetry, on the ground that those authors did
not observe the classical ‘types’ "™ However, each of
them did, in Imlac’s words, “‘contemn the applause of
his own time, and commit his claims to the justice of
posterity” (X, 23).

Such poets as Al-Mutanabbi, Al-Ma'arri and others
preside “over the thoughts and manners of successive
generations,” and are perhaps the legislators whom Im-
lac has in mind (X, 23). Indeed, the very idea of the poet
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(Rasselas, X, 23) become more than ever the prefer-
able areas of poetic discourse.*'

Itis true that the ancient poets of Arabia had never
been dealing with “the minuter discrimination, which
one may have remarked and another have neglected”
(X, 23), but the emphasis on what is typical and univer-
sal has become greater since the Umayyads (750). Ara-
bic poetry experienced “two-far reaching transforma-
tions: urbanization and Islamization. The islamization of
Arabic poetry was pervasive, ranging from the superfi-
cial employment of Isiamic terms and ideas in the poetry
of the traditional gasida-poem to the expression of
deeper religious sentiments.”® As an observer and par-
ticipant in the development of a new civilization, the poet
adheres to the universal, examining “not the individual
but the species” (Rasselas X, 23) .

Although the great political and social changes pro-
vided poets with new ideas and themes, their influence
on the course of Arabic poetry was not always saiutary.
Because of the importance of poetry in the Arabian soci-
oty, ruling classes usually try to win poets’ support,
otherwise poets are liable to injustice, humiliation and
prosecution. To understand Imiac's emphasis on the ne-
cessity of objectivity and universal themes in poetry, we
need to bear in mind those circumstances which made
“the business of the poet” more difficult.

Imlac says that a poet “must divest himself of the
prejudices of his age or country,” and that “*he must con-
sider right and wrong in their abstracted and invariable
state” (X, 23). Indeed, many Abbasid poets followed this
practice, avoiding the prejudice of the age and disre-
garding fame or wealth. Al-Mutanabbi suffered as a re-
sult of his adherence to certain ideals which the actual
state of affairs did not meet. He says to this effect;” | am
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and of gratifying his reader with remote allu-
sions and unexpected instruction (x, 22).
According to Imlac, then, leaming is useful, in order
to help the poet to “‘diversify his scene,” delight his read-
er and “decorate” moral or religious truth. Here Imlac
achoes more clearly than anywhere else the Arabian
concept of poetry, for his attitude toward poetry as a
source of learning and delight is typically Arabian since
pre-islamic times, The ancient Arabian poet aims at sur-
prise, expressing in a creative language the knowledge
which delights the reader by dispelling obscurity.®
After providing Rasselas with a brief description of
the art of poetry, Imlac becomes more specific in point-
ing out contemporary circumstances which impose
more obligations on the poet. In order to understand Im-
lac’s viewpoint in relation to these circumstances, we
need to understand the developments in the cultural life
of the Arabs since the Abbasids. Since the Umayyads
great social, financial and cultural changes brought ab-
out corresponding changes in literary scholarship.
Schools of criticism flourished in Basrah, Kufa and
Baghdad.” In order to meet the new requirements and
demands the poet has to be a “learned man in control of
the whole fund of contemporary knowledge,” for fami-
liarity with nature and with the conventions of the craft
will not save him from the critics obsessive insistence on
“‘correctness” in matter and manner.®
The school of Basrah, for exampie, was famous for
its emphasis on leaming, an emphasis which Imlac
asserts at the end of his discourse by reminding Rasse-
las that a poet ‘‘must know many languages and many
sciences” (X, 23). To deal with the different “modes of
life.” “to trace the changes of human mind,” and to
“‘estimate the happiness and misery of every condition”
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In this regard three points need to be made. Imlac
does not follow the Aristotelian abstract concept of
mimesis. In the first instance, he has not been in search
for a meaning of his poetics; on the contrary, he takes as
“‘a point of departure” the basic assumption that he is a
poet and that poetry is different from other means of ex-
pression. That his “sphere of attention was suddenly
magnified” asserts what he has already mentioned (e.g.
poetry is a gift conferred at once). This speciai gift which
makes hig Insight more penetrating and his expression
more illuminating fits in well with the meaning of shar,
poet, in Arabic.® Ibn Rashiq (d. 1070) says: “A poetis so
called because he perceives what others do not.” This
unique perception is the source of *‘a creative discourse
consisting of equally rhythmic sentences which, among
the Arabs, are also rhymed."*

The nature which Imlac describes is the outdoor
landscape rather than the Aristotelian human nature!
Along with other interests this application to poetry fits in
well with Imlac’s basic attitude towards learning. To him
leamning enables the poet to diversify his themes and,
therefore to entertain his audience. As such leaming
helps obliquely to attain edification :

To a poet nothing can be useless. Whatever is
beautiful, and whatever is dreadful, must be
famniliar to hig imagination: he must be conver-
sant with all that is awfully vast or elegantly lit-
tle. The plants of the garden, the animals of the
wood, the minerals of the earth, and meteors
of the sky must all concur to store his mind with
inexhaustible variety; for every idea is useful
for the enforcement or decoration of moral or
religious truth; and he who knows most will
have most power of diversifying his scenes,
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appearance.®
Another critic of the eleventh century, Ibn Rashiq,

-bids poets to discard ‘‘the obsolete conventions of the

ode,” and to “draw inspiration from nature and truth in-
stead of relating imaginary joumneys on a camel which
they never owned, through deserts which they never
saw, to a patron residing in the same city as
themselves.”™ After finding that copying such themes
will never make him a great poet, Imlac follows a similar
advice: “My desire of excellence impelled me to transfer
my attention to nature and to /ife. Nature was to be my
subject, and men to be my auditors; / could never de-
scribe what | had not seen; | could not hope to move
those with delight or terror, whose interests and opin-
ions | did not understand” (X, p. 22).%

However, Imlac’s refusal to imitate ancient poetry
does not suggest that he minimizes its artistic and
thematic value. On the contrary, his extensive readings
in ancient poetry and his leaming the Mu'allagat by
heart help greatly to develop his mastery of the lan-
guage and its complex metrical system. But like later
Abbasid poets, Imlac rejects the philologists’ insistence
on imitating ancient conventions.

Imilac’s rejectionentails, however, a shift of attention
to the world around him. Imlac says to this effect,...my
sphere of attention was suddenly magnified; no kind of
knowledge was to be overlooked. | ranged mountains
and deserts forimages and resemblances, and pictured
upon my mind every tree of the forest and flower of the
valley. | observed with equal care the crags of the rock
and pinnacles of the palace....To a poet nothing can be
useless” (X, 22).

18



and that both alike have been eclipsed by their
contemporaries.” Imlac says o the same effect; “it is
commonly observed that the early writers are in posses-
sion of nature, and their followers of art; the first excel in
strength andinvention,and the latter in elegance and re-
finement” (X, pp. 21-22).
~In selecting extracts from the works of different
poets for an anthology of Arabic poetry, Ibn Qutayba-a
ninth century critic from Baghdad-advances a method
based on the merit of the poem concerned regardiess of
its date of composition. In his “Book of Poetry and
Poets,” he writes;
in citing extracts from the works of the poets |
have been guided by my own choice and have
refused to admire anything merely because
others thought it admirable | have not regarded
any ancient with Veneration on account of anti-
quity nor any modemn with contempt on
account of his being modern, but | have taken
an impartial view of both sides, giving every
one his due and amply acknowledging his
merit. Some of our scholars, as | am aware,
pronounce a feeble poem to be good, because
its author was an ancient, and include itamong
their chosen pieces, while they call a sterling
poem bad though its only fault is that it was
composed in their own time or that they have
seen its author. God, however, did not restrict
leaming and poetry and rhetoric to a particular
age nor appropriate theme to a particular
class, but has always distributed them in com-
mon amongst His servants, and has caused
everything okd to be new in its own day and ev-
ety classic work to be an upstart on its first
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Islamic poetry as a symbol of perfection, and the mod-
erns who mastered classical leaming but refused to im-
itate it. Abu Nuwas, the boon companion of Haroun al-
Rashid in the Arabian Nights, was the representative of
the innovators. As a poet. “he is not surpassed in
poetical genius by any ancient bard."" Abu Nuwas,
Bashshar bin Burd and Al-Mutanabbi introduced “alive-
ly and graceful fancy, elegance of diction, depth and
tendemess of feeling, and a rich store of ideas.”* Like
Imlac, abu Nuwas asserts that those who imitate
ancient poetry could never be great.®

The neo-classical school of Basrah insisted that
since pre-Islamic poetry attains a high degree of matur-
ity and perfection which is unapproachable, the mod-
erns should be satisfied with imitating it. Furthermore,
the critics of Basrah argued that ancient poetry was in-
spired by desert ideals of chivalry which town-dwellers
will not be able to celebrate unless they imitate the oid
patterns and themes set by the ancients. At the same
time, town-cwellers will not be able to compose poems
as rich in language as the poems of the past which are
“repositories of the pure classical tongue.” By clinging
tenaciously to old virtues and models set by the Mu‘alla-
qat, the critics of Basrah were doomed to lose, simply
because they imposed certain Jdimitations on poets’
aspirations to be great. Imiac, like Abu Nuwas and
Mutanabbi, wants to be great, knowing that he will never
attain greatness by imitating or copying old virtues and
methods of expression.

"More important, however, is that the opinions adv-
anced by Arabian critics concerning this controversial
issue are echoed by imlac. Tha’alibi (1038 A. D), for ex-
ample, asserts that “in tendemess and elegance the
pre-Islamic bards are surpassed by their successors,

16



to their content, for they are written in a highly artistic
form, the qasida, known for its sonorous language, lux-
uriant imagery and formal precision.® It is clear that
Johnson talks confidently about theMu ‘allagat and ab-
out the practice of learning them by heart to attain their
artistic achievement as well as to be familiar with their
method of dealing with various subjects. indeed John-
son is better acquainted with the Mu‘allagat than his cri-
tics who either resort to generalizations in their discus-
sions of Imlac's poetics discarding the Mu'allaqat
altogether, or express their astonishment at such a
“mystery” which they fail to trace in travel books.“

After receiving his education among the Bedouins
and leaming the Mua'llagat by heart, Imlac demons-
trates that he belongs to a later period, during or after
the second Abbasid period (750-1258). What substanti-
ates this assumption is that Imlac's experience occurred
much earlier than Pekuah's abduction during the rule of
the Mamluks or Turkish Suitans in Egypt (during 1250-
1517 or after). Imlac's mention of Persian poetry is
another piece of evidence to substantiate my dating of
Imlac’s “poetic” training, for Persian poetry flourished in
the tenth century onwards.*

The importance of dating Imlac's experience can
be fully understood if we bear in mind that Imlac’s re-
solution not 1o imitate ancient poets accords with the
attitude of many a poet in and after the Abbasid period
towards pre-Islamic poetry. |

During the Abbasid Golden Age economic, social
and cultural developments changed the way of life and
ultimately, brought about similar changes in |terature.
A conflict developed between the traditional school of
poetry, the grammarians of Basrah who adhered to pre-
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science, Indeed, Imlac seems to have Al-Mutanabbi in
mind when he demands that a poet ‘‘must know many
languages and many sciences” (X, p. 23).

Al-Mutanabbi spent a period in the desert among the
Bedouins to learn pure Arabian ideals and to acquire a
certain purity of speech which made him as excellent as
the ancients.” Like Imlac, Al-Mutanabbi began his
career by taking the ancients as his models, but soon he
realized that he could not attain their excellence He ulti-
mately shifted his attention to life and nature, choosing
themes and expressions which never lose their merit.
But if Imlac is satisfied with his role as a grand wazeer
who, by influencing Rasselas, becomes an acknow-
ledged legislator, Al-Mutanabbi's aspiration was even
greater. He claimed to be a prophet with a new Koran.*

But no matter how usefui this wandering is for Im-
lac, he needs to foster his training by leaming by heart
the ancient Arabic poems which “have been regarded
as the epitome of perfection in language, form, and
content.”® Accordingly, Imlac “read all the poets of Per-
sia and Arabia, and was able to repeat by memory the
volumes that are suspended in the mosque of Mecca.
(X, 22). By following this typical Arabian practice, Imlac
is no different from many non-Arabians who learnt Ara-
bic and became prominent poets whose compositions
in Arabic are highly admired.*

The poems which Imlac tearnt by heart are The Gol-
den Odes or the Mu‘allaqat.' These poems are also
called “Suspended Poems” because they had been
hung up in the Ka'ba, a distinction which followed their
being chosen as the most successful compositions.©
These poems are the records of pre-Islamic life and
thought in Arabia. Their success, however, is not limited
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tality, manliness, loyalty and courage. It is in his poems
that “the Arab has drawn himself at full fength without
embellishment or extenuation.* In view of such facts we
can understand Imlac’s statement that “the first writers
took possession of the most striking objects for descrip-
tion and the most probable occurrences for fiction, and
left iothing to those that followed them but transcrip-

tion of the same images” (X, 22). In the sixth century the
Arabian poet Antara “‘complains that his predecessors
have left nothing new for him to say.™

After providing Rasselas with a brief iiterary esti-
mate of ancient poetry, Imiac describes his personal
attempt to attain the greatness of the ancients and to
add his name to “this illustrious fratemity” (X, 22). Itis
clear that Imlac who aspires to attain the excellence of
the ancients without copying their themes or imitating
their method of composition is not a typical 18th century
poet. Despite his admiration of the ancients he neither
imitates them nor clings to the rules which form the clas-
sical theory of poetry.®

On the other hand, Imlac clearly follows a certain
process of training which was commonly followed by
Arabian poets since the Umayyads (661-705 A.D.}.
According to this practice, princes and students with a
certain poetic bent of mind wander in the desert and get
mixed with Arabian Bedouins for some time in order to
attain good linguistic training and to acquire the Arabian
virtues of maniiness (chivalry and goodness), hospital-
ity and loyalty. Imlac’s wanderings form an ingredient of
his training which makes him equal to many Arabian
poets, especially to the neo-classic Arabic poet Abu Al-
Taiyib Al-Mutanabbi (b. 915). Like Imlac, Al-Mutanabbi
received a careful education not only in Arabic literature
and Bedouin life but also in other areas of philology and
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ful; something not to be touched without a sense of deep
responsibility; it was the creation of man of what was
maore than human.” In one of the many scattered short
poems throughout the Arabian Nights we read:
There is no writer that shall not perish; but what
his hand has written endureth forever.

Write therefore nothing but what will please
thee when thou shalt see it on the day of
resurrection.®

To understand the greét Arabian love for poetry we
need to recall the pre-Islamic story of the Arabian youth
who could not marry his beloved because her family ob-
jected to his not being a poet, a soothsayer or a water-
diviner.”

Another point which Imtac has been interested in
discussing is the quality of ancient poetry. It is true that
Imiac tends to generalize in his reference to the poetry
of the past, but his specific mention of the masterpieces
of ancient Arabian poetry makes it clear that he has in
mind Arabic rather than Greek poetry.® It is in Arabia
that he finds *' the most ancient poets are considered as
the best.” Imlac offers three possible explanations for
such an attitude towards ancient poets. The poet is held
to be endowed with a special gift which entitles him to
“preside over” people's thoughts and manners “as a
being superior to time and place” (X, 23). His poetry sur-
prises people as “a novelty” because of its form of
poetical speech, saj’, or-rhymed prose. This form was
considered the most effective in conveying *“the myste-
rious and esoteric lore” to the people.®

As a consummate master of the craft, a historian
and a sage, the ancient poet was able to cover every-
thing, making his poems the “‘diwan” of pre-Isiamic life,
celebrating certain qualities such as generosity, hospi-
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even if they were gigantic. But he who has
bound them together with the rhyme of a
poem, reinforced them with its rhythm, and
made them famous with a rare verse, a popu-
lar proverb and a fine concept, has made them
eternal against the passing of time, delivered
them from unbelief..*

The main source ofthe ancient Arabian poet's
learning is his “‘special gift" which imlac differentiates
from every other knowledge. The pre-Islamic concept of
the poet as divinely inspired is clearly indicated by the
very word “sha'ir,” which means poet. In Arabic the
word means that a poet is endowed with supernatural
knowledge, “‘a wizard in league with spirits... and de-
pendent on them for the magical powers which he
displayed."* According to this conception the poet was
held to be the most important person. “His rhymes,
often compared to arrows, had ali the effect of a solemn
curse spoken by a divinely inspired prophet or priest,
and their pronunciation was attended with peculiar cere-
monies of a symbolic character.””

As one who plays the role of the historian, the regis-
ter of the morals and thoughts of his community, the in-
terpreter of their feelings and attitudes, the poet is cer-
tainly the most influential. However, he is at the same
time the minstrel who provides his community with
songs that express their ideas and feelings. The unwrit-
ten words of these songs ‘‘flew across the desert faster
than arrows and came home to the hearts and bosoms
of all who heard them."®

In order to conform to the obligations which his
position imposes on him , the poet has to be true to him-

‘self and uitimately to his profession. For poetry “was
among those Arabian poets something solemn and aw-
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When - there appeared a poetin a family of the
Arabs, the other tribes round about would
gather together to that family and wish them
joy of their good luck. Feasts would be got
ready, the women of the tribe would join
together in bands, playing upon lutes, as they
were wont to do at bridals, and the men and
boys would congratulate one another; for a
poet was a defence to the honour of them all, &
weapon to ward off insult from their good
name, and a means of perpetuating their glo-
rious deeds and of establishing their fame for
ever. And they used not to wish one another
joy but for three things-the birth of a boy, the.
coming to light of a poet, and the foaling of a
noble mare.*

Imlac cites more than one reason for this ‘‘venera-
tion.” He finds that people consider poetry “as the high-
estiearning.” Indeed, what imlac says is not at variance
with historical facts, for ancient Arabian poetry is consi-
dered the archive (diwan) of pre-isiamic life and
thought. lbn Qutaiba (d. 870), the Abbasid critic from
Baghdad, says:

Poetry is the mine of knowledge of the Arabs,
and the book of their wisdom, the archives of
their history, the reservoir of their epic days,
the wall that defends their exploits, the impass-
able trench that preserves their glories, the im-
partial witness for the day of judgement. Who-
ever cannot offer even a single verse in de-
fense of his honour and the noble virtues and
praiseworthy actions that he claims for his
ancestors, will exert himself in vain, even if
they were remarkable. They will disappear,

10



tan age, nor has hein mind the Augustan attitude toward
classical poetry, for in the 18th century the poet was &
man like others. The feeling of veneration, high regard
and love for poetry is inseparabie from a basic belief in
poetry as divinely inspired, or, in Imlac's words “a gift
conferred atonce” (X, 21). This “gift" of “‘divine inspira-
tion” differentiates poetry from “every other know-
ledge” as Imlac asserts (X, 21). '

Imlac’s definition of poetry as “a gift conferred at
once” which is different from every other knowiedge has
romantic connotations which are alien to Johnson's
central view of poetry. Despite his belief that genius is

. “that power which constitutes a poet; that quality with-
out which judgement is cold and knowledge inert, John-
son's emphasis is on the poets intellectual
achievement.® Indeed, Johnson never thinks of the
poetasdiﬁerentfromomers;onmecontraryhebe-
lieves that there is no basic difference between the gifts
for poetry or law.® He says, “had Sir Isaac Newton ap-
plied himsetf to poetry he would have made a very fine
epic poem. | could as easily apply to law as o tragic
poetry.™

However, Imlac’s concept of genius and inspiration
is more in accord with the theory advanced by Joseph
Warton, Edward Young and Maurice Morgann who
ascribe to true poetry magical power and divine
inspiration.

More to the purpose of this study, however, is that
Johnson's poet is so much interested in Arabic literature
that he talks about it with the confidence of a native
critic.2 To understand the Arabian love for poetry which
Imlac describes at the beginning of his discourse, we
need to Cite what a ninth century Arabian, lbn Rashiq,
says regarding the pre-isiamic love for poetry:
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fiction." W.B.C. Watkins remarks that Johnson had ac-
cess 1o the libraries of the two brothers, Joseph and
Thomas Warton. ‘He probably spent some time at least
in the library of Thomas Warton, whom he used to visit at
Oxford,”* Moreover, it is not difficult for a man in-
terested in Arabic like Johnson to find and read refevant
critical studies in an age known for its increasing interest
in oriental fterature. It was acustom for the members of
Oxford and Cambridge to write poems in all the lan-
guages taught there including Arabic. When Boswell
once ridiculed the two schools for publishing such
poems, Johnson replied,” | would have as many of
these as possible; | would have verses in every lan-
guage that there are the means of acquiring."™

- More important, however, s the fact that Imlac con-
centrates on his experience in Arabia, for in this nation
which is “at once pastoral and warlike,” he “‘found that
poetry was considered as the highest leamning, and re-
garded with a veneration somewhat approaching to that
which man would pay to the Angelic Nature."Almost all
the critics overlook this speech of Imlac and begin their
speculations on imiac’s poetics without paying due
attention to the fact that Imlac is a central characterin an
oriental tale and that it is quite probable that the author
has modelled him on certain oriental figures in accord-
ance with the oriental setting and theme of this tale.
Bearing in mind that Johnson's interest in the Orient
accords with the 18th century increasing search for “the
treasures of medieval literature and folklore” which
were “‘exalted at the expense of the classics,”"4t should
not be surprising therefore to find Johnson well ac-
quainted with Arabic poetics.

What Imlac has in mind is not poetry in the Augus-



of Pococke and other orientalists show that Johnson's
acquaintance with Arabic literature and thought is no
ordinary one."

Johnson’s admiration for Pococke and his reading
of the latter's books might be of considerable import-
ance in deciding the origins of Imlac's poetics. Pococke
wrote Specimen Historiae Arabum which contains not
only selections from Arabian pre-Islamic and Isamic
poetry, but also some commentaries on Arabic pro-
sody. In 1661 Pococke published Lamiyat ul Ajam (Ox-
ford), a translation of one of the excellent Arabic long
poems with textual and grammatical notes. This was
published in one volume with a very important study of
Arabic prosody entitled, Scientia Metrica et Rhythmica,
Seu Tractatus De Prosodai Arabica, Ex Authoribus
Probatissimis Eruta. Pococke's two books were used by
Sale in the documentation of his “‘Preliminary Dis-
course” to the Koran which studies, among other things,
Arabic literature. Later in the 18th century, Joseph
Dacre Carlyle drew heavily on Pococke's Historiae Ara-
burm in his book Specimens of Arabian Poetry from the
Earfiest Time to the Extinction of the Kalifat, with some
Account of the Authors. (1796)"" But Johnson's ac-
quaintance with Arabic literature was not limited to
Pococke's books and Sale's Koran, for he was well ac-
quainted with Herbelot'sBibliotheque Orientale (1697)
which he used as a source for Irene." Moreover, John-
son had been acquainted with individual Arabian au-
thors and historians such as Ismael abul Feda.”

Furthermore, it is quite possible that Johnson was
able to study Arabic literature through his friend Thomas
Warton, a pioneer in advocating the theory that Euro-
pean romance is based on borrowings from Arabic
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critical theory is primarily based on a subtie recognition
of the poetic genius of the ancients, a recognition which
entails giving their poetry™ a formal place in the intellec-
tual structure” of contemporary values.® This explana-
tion is basic to understanding Imlac’s poetics in relation
to the Arabic concept of poetry in the ninth century on-
wards. As no poetic theory had been established be-
fore, the Arabian grammarians, philologists and poets
derived the basic elements of their poetics from the
poetry written earlier. Like Imlac,they had no preconcep-
tions as to the nature of poetry other than the structural
and thematic pattems established by the poets
themselves.

It is the purpose of this paper to demonstrate that
Imlac’s discourse on poetry is identical with Arabic poe-
tics, and that as a poet Imiac is modelied on certian Ara-
bian poets whose works were known in Europe before
the pubtication of Rasselas in 1759. !t is quite probable
that Johnson's desire to leam Arabic was motivated by
certain readings in Arabic culture which made him feel
that such a language i