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Abstract :

The emergence of zawiya in Algeria in general, was associated with political, historical
and social conditions, such as the political vacuum, that resulted from the absence of
central authority and the exposure of the country to the Spanish invasion. In addition to its
exposure to natural disasters such as drought, locusts and floods, people of the Zawiya like
marabouts and elders took advantage from these conditions and moved to fill the political
vacuum, mobilizing the community against the Spaniards and providing safe haven for
the people against the Christian invasion and later against the Ottoman power. As a result,
Al-Zawiya has played a pivotal role in shaping Algerian society after the weakness of
central authority, religiously, socially, economically and culturally, because of its lack of
other educational institutions.

Keywords: Education, zawiya, almoravides (marabouts), Sufism, brotherhoods (sufi
tariqa).
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